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INTRODUCTION 

The good Sunday-school superintendent fills a 
place of much usefulness in the community. He 
leads forces which work together to upbuild the 
Kingdom of God. He touches life at its springs. 
All gifts, personal and spiritual, will add to his 
effectiveness. His ideals should be high, but he 
should not desert his task because he knows he is 
not measuring up to its possibilities. This little 
book is designed to afford him practical help toward 
greater efficiency. No doubt he will find in it sug- 
gestions that do not fit his school, but just as cer- 
tainly he will find many which can be wisely adapted 
to its activities. Moreover, he will find here many 
stimulating words for his own life. Properly used, 
this pocket guide should enable him to make each 
Sunday-school session of the year sufficiently varied, 
interesting, and stimulating to leave its helpful im- 
pression on every member of the school. 

The special appeal of the book lies in its simple 
directness and its practical methods. Its author 
has worked out in his own experience as superin- 
tendent that which he here passes on for the help 
of others. Such a pocket manual naturally deals 
chiefly with the superintendent's work as leader of 
the school session. He must also be an enlister 
and trainer of teachers, and for that part of his task, 
he will find good counsel in the training course, 
Sunday-School Teaching and Management, in 
the preparation of which Mr. Bartow has also had 
a useful share. 

That every superintendent using this Guide shall 
find his own usefulness and that of his Sunday- 
school increased thereby is our aim and hope. 

The Editor. 
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OUTLINS OF THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO 

MARK 

^'Declared To Be the Son of God with Power." 

I. The Beginning of the Gospel, 1 : 1-13. 

1. John the Baptist proclaims the coming of 

One mightier than himself, 1 : 1-8. 

2. The Voice from heaven bears witness to 

Jesus, 1 : 9-11. 

3. Jesus vanquishes the tempter, 1 : 12, 13. 

n. Growing Authority and Growing Opposition, 
1 : 14—3 : 6. 

1. The calling of the first disciples, 1 : 14-20. 

2. Miracles of healing, and the forgiveness of 

sins, 1 : 21 — 2 : 12. 

3. Opposition of the scribes and Pharisees 

2 : 13—3 : 6. 

ni. The Abounding Ministry, 3 : 7 — 8 : 26. 

("I must work the work of him that sent me, 
while it is day,") 
Teaching, healing, calling of the Twelve, 
parables, preaching, stilling the storm, raising 
the dead, feeding the multitudes, silencing the 
scribes and Pharisees. 

IV. The Last Journey to Jerusalem, 8 : 27 — 10 : 52. 

1. The preparation of the disciples, 8 : 27 — 

9 :60. 
Peter's confession, the Transfiguration, 
healing of demoniac boy, who should be 
floreatest? 

2. Incidents by the Way, 10 : 1-62. 

Question of Pharisees about divorce, bless- 
ing the children, rich young ruler, ambition 
of James and John. 

V. In the City of the Great King, 11 : 1—13 : 37. 

Triumphal entry, cleansing of the Temple, 
questions, parables, warnings, prophecies. 

VI. The Triumph of Submission, 14 : 1 — IS : 47. 

1. The culmination of enmity and of friendship, 

14 : 1-11. 

2. The Last Supper and the agony in the 

garden, 14 : 12-4^2. 
e betrayal, 14 : 43-62. 
4. The Jewish and Roman trials, 14 : 63 — 

16 : 16. 
6. The crucifixion and burial, 16 : 16-47. 
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BOOK OUTLINES 



VII. Captivity Led Captive, 16 : 1-20. 

1. The visit of the women to the empty tomb, 

16 : 1-11. 

2. The walk to Emmaus, 16 : 12, 13. 
3. -The Great Ck)mmission, 16 : 14-20. 



OUTLINE OF THE BOOK OF GENESIS 

I. Primeval History: God and the Race, 1 — 11. 

1. The Beginnings of the World and of Man, 

1 : 1—2 : 25. 

2. The Beginning and Spread of Evil, 3 : 1 — 

6:7. 

3. The Judgment and Renewal of the Earth, 

6 : 8—11 : 26. 

n. Patriarchal History: God and the Chosen 
Family, 12—50. 

1. The History of Abraham and His Son Isaac, 

11 : 27—25 : 11. 
(The Line of Ishmael, Hagar's Son), 25 : 
12-18. 

2. The History of Isaac and Jacob, 25 : 19 — 

35 : 29. 
(TheLine of Esau, Who Sold His Birth- 
right), 36 : 1—37 : 1. 

3. The History of Jacob's Sons, Joseph and 

His Brothers, 37 : 2—50 : 26. 

(1) Joseph Sold into Egypt, 37 : 1-36. 

(Judah's Sin), 38 : 1-30. 

(2) Joseph's Servitude in Egypt, 39—41. 

(3) The Journeys of Joseph's Brothers to 

Egypt, 42-45. 

(4) Jacob Goes to Egypt. He and Joseph 

Die There, 46—50. 
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HOW TO USE THE SUPERINTENDENT'S 

GUIDE 

Superintendents who used the Guide for 1917 
will find the edition for 1918 arranged on the same 
general plan. Every superintendent, however, 
whether he has used the book previously or not, is 
urged to read these suggestions carefully, that he 
may utilize to the fullest extent the help that the 
Guide affords. 

1. Suggestions for the Month. A few general 
and seasonable suggestions are made for each month. 
The needs of the school in August are as unlike 
those of December as the seasons are different. 
An efficient school keeps in harmony with the sea- 
sons. The superintendent should read the sug- 
gestions for each month at least two weeks before 
the close of the previous month, that his own 
plans may be made well in advance. 

2. Scripture References. The lesson passage 
is given first, followed by additional references 
suggested by the Lesson Committee. The latter 
may be used as daily readings. All should be read 
by the superintendent in his preparation of the 
lesson, as they have a direct and vital relation to the 
theme for the day. For review Sunday only the 
lesson passage is given, as the lessons for the quarter 
should be made the daily readings for the previous 
week, or studied in the preparation of the review 
lesson. 

3. The Order of Service. To prepare an order 
of service that will be equally suitable for all schools 
is impossible. Community needs differ, and school 
possibilities vary. What will be helpful in one 
school will be useless in another; what one school 
may easily accomplish, another may find impossible, 
or, at least, impracticable. 

A different order of service is suggested for each 
mqpth. It is intended to be merely suggestive 
and should be changed to suit local conditions. 
Certain things must buEive a place in every Sunday- 
school session — the devotional service, the Sunday- 
school business, and the lesson study. Some 
superintendents arrange these in what seems to 
be the best order and seldom depart from this pro- 
gram. Scholars in such schools are soon sajring, 
**We always do the same old things." In the pro- 
grams that follow, the order of doing these regular 
and necessary things is changed sufficiently to give 

9 



10 USE OF bupebintendent's guide 

variety to the sessions. The school session will 
last for one hour or one hour and a quarter. The 
orders of service are purposely made to occupy 
a longer time, so that tfce superintendent may omit 
any part which in his judgment is not practicable 
for his school. 

The following features will be found in each pro- 
gram: 

(1) Devotional Period, The Sunday-school is 
a Bible school. It meets for the study of the Bible. 
But this is only a means for the accomplishment of 
a higher aim. I'he school is organized and con- 
ducted for the "formation and development of 
Christian character.*' Worship is an essential 
element in the Christian life. Therefore there 
should be a devotional period in every session of 
the school. Order and reverence are necessary 
for true worship. The superintendent may not be 
able to persuade each member of the school actually 
to engage , in worship; but he must insist upon a 
silence that will permit those to participate in the 
service who will. The prayers should be offered 
to God, not made to the school; the singing should 
be a genuine act of worship. 

(2) Memory Period, The memorizing of Bible 
passages and of hymns that have stood the test 
of long use is being neglected in even Christian 
homes. Parents do not teach their children the 
verses which they themselves were taught by 
godly parents and which they have found so com- 
forting and helpful. Every Sunday-school can 
profitably spend a few minutes each Sunday in 
this important work. Indeed, the Sunday-school 
must adopt some system of Bible memorization or 
the next generation will be unfamiliar with the 
Scriptures. The Golden Text, the memory verse, 
a verse each Sunday until a chapter or section is 
committed, a standard hsmim, or occasionally some 
portion of the Church's creed or doctrine, are all 
excellent material for the memory period. 

(3) Special Feature Period. A time for some 
special feature is indicated in each of the programs, 
and suggestions for such features are offered under 
"The Superintendent at the Desk." Do not 
attempt to have something special every Sunday, 
but often enough to add interest and variety to the 
service. Only on rare occasions, such as Christmas 
and Easter, should this period be allowed to en- 
croach upon the lesson-study time. 

(4) Business Period, The necessary business 
of the session — ^making the announcements, record- 
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ing the attendance, and receiving the offering — 
should be conducted quietly, quickly, and in an 
interesting ' manner. Whenever possible, these 
things should be done hejwc the lesson is taught, 
so that they will not weaken the impression made 
by the teachers. The lesson is more important 
than the announcement of the attendance and the 
offering. Let the pupils go home with its truths 
fresh in their minds. 

(5) he»%(m Period. The school has met especially 
for study. Keep this object in view and make this 
the important period of the session. Protect the 
teachers from interruptions* during this time. Do 
not allow the time to be curtailed by less important 
things. Unless it is absolutely necessary the super- 
intendent should not teach a class regularly, but 
he should be ready to assist the teachers and help 
keep order in any class that annoys the surroiuiding 
classes. The lesson periods should be of uniform 
length, so that the teachers will know, when pre- 
paring the lessons, how much time they will have. 
Qpe-half hour for Juniors, Intermediates and Seniors, 
a somewhat shorter time for Beginners and Primary 
pupils, and a longer period for Adults, will be found 
satisfactory. 

(6) Closing Period. Except where absolute 
necessity compels it, nothing should be done after 
the lesson period but that which will strengthen 
and clinch the impression of the truths taught. 
A general review should not be attempted. An 
apt illustration, a pertinent object lesson, an ap- 
propriate anecdote, or a few well-chosen words 
may be used by the superintendent to emphasize 
an important lesson truth. A prayer or a Scripture 
reading and a hymn should conclude the session. 

4. The Superintendent at the Desk. Suggestions 
for special features and for the desk lessons will 
be found under this heading. It is impracticable 
for the author, to give more than the outline of the 
desk lesson; the superintendent is expected to 
enlarge upon the lesson and to make such applica- 
tion as local conditions suggest. Where the ^aded 
lessons are used it is impossible for the superinten- 
dent to emphasize a central truth that all have 
studied. In a school that is fully gnuled, therefore, 
the desk lesson may be used as a special feature 
before the lesson period. The superintendent may 
occasionally prefer to dispense with the desk lesson 
suggested, and use the special feature after the 
lesson. This should be done only when such fea- 
tures apply directly to the lesson. 
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5. The Superintendent's Prayer. One prayer 
is given for each Sunday, to be ofifered by the super- 
intendent at the time indicated in the order of 
service. Some superintendents will prefer to read 
these prayers in the school; others will commit 
them to memory; still others will read them over 
imtil they understand the meaning and can o£fer 
them in their own words and as their own petitions. 
The last method will accomplish the most, both 
for themselves and for the school. 

6. Appropriate Hymns. Four familiar hymns, 
appropriate to the lesson, have been suggested for 
each Sunday. One o( these may be used as the 
lesson hymn and occasionally as a memory exercise. 
If the hymns suggested are not in the book used 
by the school, others may be substituted, but 
they should be appropriate to the theme for the 
day. 

7. The Superintendent's Quiet Hour. A few 
thoughts are suggested to aid the superintendent 
in applyihg a central lesson truth to his own Chris- 
tian experience. It is hoped that these suggestions 
will help him to turn his thoughts inward in a very 
personal, heart-searching manner. 

8. The Workers' Conference. In order to make 
these meetings more helpful and interesting, a 
seasonable subject is offered for consideration each 
month and a few suggestions made for the presenta- 
tion of the topic. The conferences should be care- 
fully planned, either by the superintendent or by a 
committee having this work in charge; and those 
who are to take a leading part should be notified 
in advance, that they may have time for prepara- 
tion. 



THE SUPERINTENDENT'S 

GUIDE 



January, 1918 



SUGGESTIONS FOR THE MONTH 

Thb lessons for the first six months of 1918 are 
from Mark's Gospel and ofifer a more complete 
course of study on one book than has hitherto been 
planned by the International Sunday-School 
Lesson Committee. The entire Gospel is included 
in the lesson passages assigned, although usually 
only shorter portions are indicated for printing. 

As special features during the opening services 
the superintendent may give some general informa- 
tion regarding the book— its author, its purpose, 
its outline, its characteristics, etc. Material for 
this instruction may be secured from a Bible 
dyictionary or commentaiy. An entire chapter, 
such as Mark 2, or portions of longer chapters, 
as Mark 9 : 35-50, may be easily memorized by 
the school during the memory periods, if one or 
two verses are committed each Sunday. The 
verses previously learned should be carefully re- 
viewed each Sunday until the school can repeat 
the entire chapter or section. 

Copies of the Gospel of Mark may be purchased, 
very cheaply and distributed among the scholars. 

The superintendent should make an effort to 
have the members of his school read the Gospel through^ 
not once but many times during the half-year. 
The superintendent may suggest certain things 
to observe in the several readings. For instance, 
during one reading the words of Christ may be 
marked; during another reading special attention 
may be given to Christ's negative commands; 
in the next reading the positive commands may be 
noted. In thd same way the parables and miracles 
may be listed. 

The superintendent should seek the co-operation 
of the teachers in an effort to make the lesson work 
for the six months connected and continuous, and 
to correct any mistaken idea that each Sunday's 
lesson is separate and distinct. 

13 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 

Opening Period. 

Music. Organ, piano, or orchestra. 

Superintendent's Greeting. Extend the compli- 
ments of the season; express appreciation of 
the number present; commend those who are 
on time; welcome new scholars and visitors. 

Devotional Period. 

(Allow no one to enter or leave the room, and have 

as little moving about as possible during this 

time.) 
Hymn of Praise, 

Prayer. By the Superintendent. 
Scripture Reading. Lesson passage read re- 

sponsively, or any of the additional references 

offered by the Lesson Committee. 
Hymn of Worship. 

Special Feature and Memory Period. 

Special Feature. Something appropriate to the 

day or lesson. 
Memory Verse. Golden Text, or memory verse 

suggested by the Lesson Committee. 
Singing. A standard church hymn, sung from 

memory, if possible. 

Business Period. 

Notices. Record of Attendance. Offering. 
Music. Signal for attention. 

LESSON PERIOD. 

Lesson Prayer. By the Pastor or a teacher.^ 
Lesson Taught. Encourage the use of Bibles 

or Testaments in the classes. 
Lesson Hymn. 

Closing Period. 

SuperirUeTidenCs Desk Lesson. 

Closing Hymn. Chosen by a class or a pupil. 

Benedicti^m. 

Distribution of books and pai>ers. 

{Note. — The Superintendent can adapt each 
Order of Service to the needs of his school^ omitting 
what seems undesirable. The suggestions for the 
foUovnng month should he read at least two weeks 
before the dose of the present montht that plans may 
he properly made.) 
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January 6, 1918 

JOHN PREPARES THE WAT FOR JESUS 

Lesson passage: Mark 1 : 1-11. 

Additional references: Isa. 40 :3-5; Mai. 3 : X-3; 
Luke 1 : 5-26, 39-80; Matt. 3 : 1-17; Luke 3 : 
1-18; John 1 : 19-42. 

The superintendent's opening prayer. Our 
Father, we thank thee for this new year, and for 
the opportunities which it will bring to us through 
thy grace. Forgive us for the evil that we (fid 
during the past year; pardon us for duties that we 
left undone. Grant that in the coming year we 
may be true heralds of the King of kings. May we 
spread the tidings of thy mercy and loving-kindness 
throughout this community until everyone shcdl 
love thee and accept thee as Lord and Master. 
Help us to forget self, as John did, and to acclaim 
thee. May no word nor act of ours discredit thee 
or thy cause, but let both our lives and our speech 
be true witnesses for thee. Grant that we may be 
loyal and capable messengers in thy service. May 
no plan of ours be contrary to thy will. Grant 
us the clear leading of that Spirit who descended 
like a dove upon thy baptized Son. For Jesus' 
sake we ask it. Amen. 

The superintendent at the desk. First Sunday 
of the new year. Appropriate reading for the 
speedal fecUure period: Psalm 98. The first week 
of the new year has long been observed as a week 
of prayer for home and foreign missions. A mis- 
sionary address or story, and a special prayer 
that the school might help to send or cany the 
Gospel message to many more this year than in the 
past, would be appropriate. 

Desk lesson: If we are like John we shall be helpful 
— helping other people to escape from sin and the 
result of sin. We shall be earnest — ^ardent, zealous, 
eager in our efforts to help others. We shall be 
reverent — humble and submissive to God and 
giving him the glory for what we accomplish. 
We shall be altruistic — ^willing to sacrifice self in 
the interests of others. We shall be loving — ^loving 
others as God loves us. We shall be dauntless — 
fearless and courageous in doing what is right. 
As you speak write these words on the blackboard 
or on a large sheet of manila paper, and show that 
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the initials spell the word "herald." If we are like 
John we shall be heralds of the King. 

Helpful 

Earnest 

Reverent 

Altruistic 

Loving 

Dauntless 

{Bear in mind the special preparation for the 
Workers* Conference, and begin to plan for it. It 
shovM he hdd at the time best fitting local needs.) 

Appropriate hymns. Stand Up, Stand Up, for 
Jesus; True-hearted, Whole-hearted; We'll Work 
Till Jesus Comes; Work, for the Ni^t Is Coming. 

The superintendent's quiet hour. Do I put 
Christ first in all things? Have I boasted of the 
things that I accomplished last year? Did I give 
him the glory for all that he enabled me to do? 
Do I witness for him as I should? To how many 
unsaved persons did I speak last year about God 
and salvation? 

January 13, 1918 

JESUS BEGINS HIS WORK 

Lesson passage: Mark 1 : 12-20. 

Additional references: Matt. 4 : 1-11; Luke 4 : 1-13; 
Heb. 4 : 14-16; Matt. 9 : 9, 10; Matt. 8 : 18-22; 
Luke 9 : 67-62; Acts 9 : 1-9. 

The superintendent's opening prayer. Father 
in heaven, we thank thee that so many in this place 
have heard the call of thy Son and are following him. 
Grant that each one of us who have accepted his 
leadership may follow very closely where he leads. 
Keep us from wanting to go our own way, from 
desiring to do our own will. We regret that some 
in this school have not yet heeded the gracious 
invitation of thy Son, Jesus, but we pray that 
before this year is closed each member of our school 
will have accepted him as Saviour, Leader, Friend. 
Bless us today as we shall study of his call to his 
first disciples. May each teacher be able to make 
the plan of salvation very clear and very simple. 
For Jesus' sake. Amen. 

The superintendent at the desk. Desk lesson: 
It is said that Michelangelo, the great artist, once 
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found a large block of marble which another 
sculptor had spoiled in trying to carve the figure of 
a giant. No one thought that anything could be 
done with it, but in a short time Michelangelo 
produced from it the magnificent statue of David, 
which ranks among his finest works. Thus a 
discarded stone became a supreme work of art. 
So Christ found simple fishermen and made them 
fishers of men — ^preachers of power, winning three 
thousand converts with one sermon. What may 
he not do with you if you will but let him? 

Appropriate hjrmns. Jesus Is Tenderly Calling 
Thee Home; Hark, the Voice of Jesus Calling; 
I Hear Thy Welcome Voice; I'll Go Where You 
Want Me to Go. 

The superintendent's quiet hour. Christ is just 
as able to overcome the tempter today as when he 
met the evil one in the wilderness. Then if I have 
been overcome by temptation it must be because 
I have failed to get from my Lord that help which is 
sufficient to give me victory. Dear Jesus, here 
is this temptation to which I have yielded all too 
often. Thou art the Mighty One and I am thy 
child. Strengthen me to resist and to triumph. 

January 20, 1918 
JESUS AT WORK 

Lesson passage:' Mark 1 : 21-45 (vs. 21-34 printed). 

Additional references: Matt. 4 : 23-26; Luke 4 : 

16-22, 31-44. 

The superintendent's opening prayer. Dear 
Jesus, as thou didst come to earth to teach men and 
to free them from their burdens, so we pray thee 
that from thy place at the right hand of God the 
Father thou wilt send the Holy Spirit to teach us 
today. We have met together to worship thee and 
to study thy Word, but we know that without thee 
neither worship nor study will be profitable. Teach 
us how to praise thee. Reveal to us the meaning 
of thy words. May each of us feel when we leave 
here today that we know thee better and love thee 
more. We ask it for thy Name's sake. Amen. 

The superintendent at the desk. Have a class 
of boys read Luke 4 : 18, 19, Print on blackboard: 

r>iria+ «4An+ f-n Prcach Good Tidings. 
Chnst Sent to g^^ ^j^^ Captives Free. 

Ask a class of girls to read John 20 : 21. Write 
your own name under the word * 'Christ," explain- 
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ing that each follower is now sent to carry on 
Christ's work. 

Appropriate hymns. I know Whom I Have 
Believed; Safe in the Arms of Jesus; We May Not 
CUmb the Heavenly Steeps; O Worship the King. 

The superintendent's quiet hour. Jesus was 
always ready to satisfy human needs. I know this, 
but do I always go to him with m^ school needs and 
perplexities? Have not my failures as superin- 
tendent been due to my attempting to solve dif- 
ficulties myself? Do I depend more upon the help 
of my co-workers than upon God? Can it be pos- 
sible that at times I leave him out of my plans 
entirely? 

January 27, 1918 

JESUS FORGIVING SIN 

Lesson passage: Mark 2 : 1-12. 
Additional references: Psalm 32; Luke 15 : 11-24. 

The superintendent's opening prayer. Jesus, 
thou who knowest all things, even the thoughts 
of our hearts, as we bow before thee today, we pray 
thee to take from us every thought and every desire 
that displeases thee. Thou who hast authority 
on earth to forgive sins, forgive us for anything 
we did last week that was contrary to thy will. 
As we study thy gracious words to the sick man, 
grant that we may indeed feel that thou art also 
present today, speaking words of forgiveness to us. 
Keep us reverent; save us from everything that 
would distract our attention; help us to fix our 
minds upon thee. For thy Name's sake. Amen. 

The superintendent at the desk. As a special 
feature have someone read all or a part of Whittier's 
poem, ••Our Master." 

Desk lesson: (On a child's slate or on the black- 
board write, A wrong I have done you.) When 
we have wronged another and have asked for pardon, 
he may say that he forgives us but cannot forget 
the injury. It is as if he merely caruieled the injury 
we had done. (On the slate or board draw a single 
line through the written words.) But God does 
not forgive that way. He remembers our sins no 
more forever. {Erase the words to show how 
completely God forgives.) 

Appropriate hymns. Jesus Saves; The Great 
Physician; Rescue the Perishing; I Love to Tell the 
Story. 
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The superintendent's quiet hour. How many 
sin-sick persons have I helped to Christ this year? 
I urge my teachers to do personal work with their 
scholars. Do I set them an inspiring example? 
Have I any spiritual infirmity that makes it im- 
possible for me to render this assistance? Ps. 
51 : 1-13. 

The Workers' Conference 

The pastor, or some other Bible student, may give 
a brief address on Mark's Gospel, or a few papers 
may be prepared and read by the teachers. The 
following topics should be suggestive: '^Mark's 
Picture of Jesus as the Messiah for All Men*'; 
"Christ's Galilsean Ministry as Told by Mark"; 
The Key Verse of Each Chapter"; "The Miracles 
Recorded by Mark.'" 



It 
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SUGGESTIONS FOR THE MONTH 

The month offers three special days which 
deserve notice: Lincohi Sunday, February 10; 
anniversary of Luther's 'death, February 18 (ob- 
served on Sunday, February 17); and Washing- 
ton Sunday, February 24. It woiild be unwise to 
introduce a special feature into the service every 
Sunday. The Sunday-school is a £t&2e' school, not 
a place of entertainment. Yet a very brief observ- 
ance of some of the special days in both the national 
and church calendars will help make the sessions 
interesting and prove of advantage in many ways. 

Rural Sunday-schoob especially shoidd endeavor 
to make the sessions unusually attractive during 
the winter months, when storms and bad roads make 
it easy to remain at home. The programs should 
be planned in advance so that thmr may be an- 
nounced. Not more than ten or mteen minutes 
of the session should be used for special features. 
A Special Day Committee .may be appointed to 
prepare a program for such days, or different classes 
may be asked to arrange for the special occasions. 

Do not fail to encourage those who are reading 
the Gospel of Mark regularly during the half-year. 
Perhaps a few questions on the book, asked from 
the platform, would stimulate interest. The 
questions may be simple, for immediate answer, 
such as, "How many chapters are there in the book?" 
"Was Mark written before or after Matthew?" 
"How many persons did Jesus feed with five loaves 
and two fishes?" "How many did he feed the second 
time?" 

Or, they may be more difficult, for home study 
and research: "What incident shows that Jesus 
cares more about how we give than about how much 
we give?" (Mark 12 : 41-44.) "Can you count 
the miracles of Christ as recorded by Mark?" 
(Read Mark 6 : 56.) "Who were Jesus* disciples?" 
(Mark 3 : 16-19.) 

ORDER OF SERVICE 

Special Feature Period. 

Hymn. School standing. 

hordes Prayer. By all, standing. 

Exercises appropriate to the day or to the aecwon. 

20 
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Devotfonal and Memory Period. 

Hymn reUaing to the Sabbath, 

Scripture Reading, Lesson passage or devotional 

selection. 
Memory Exercise, Selection from Mark's Gospel 

or from the Beatitudes. 
Hymn of Worship, 

Bttsiness Period. 

Brief mention of what the school may do to protect 

the Sabbath from desecration. 
Record of Attendance. Offering, Announcements. 

LESSON PERIOD. 

Lesson Prayer. By Superintendent. 
Lesson Tatighl, 
Lesson Hymn. 

Closing Period. 

Superintendent* s Desk Lesson, 

Hymn of Gratitude, 

Superintendent, "The Lord bless thee, and keep 

thee:'* 
Girls. "The Lord make his face shine upon 

thee, and be gracious unto thee:" 
Boys. "The Lord lift up his countenance upon 

thee, and give thee peace." 
Distribution of books and papers. 

(Note. — The suggestions for the foUovoing month 
should be read at least two weeks before the dose oj 
the present months that plans may be properly made.) 

Febmary 3, 1918 

JESUS LORD OF THE SABBATH 

Lesson passage: Mark 2 : 13^3 : 6 (2 : 23^3 : 5 

printed). 

Additional references: Ex. 20 : 8-11; Isa. 58 : 13, 14; 
Neh. 13 : 16-22; Matt. 12 : 1-8; Luke 4 : 16. 

The superintendent's lesson prayer. (To be 
offered just before the lesson is tau^t.) Father, 
we thank thee for the Sabbath; — ^for its rest, its 
refreshment, its opportunities for Christian service 
and for Christian fellowship. We thank thee for 
the life and teaching of thy Son, which have made 
the day possible. As he taught men how to ob- 
serve this day when he was on earth, so we pray 
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cially bless us as we study the lesson today, we pray. 
May it inspire each of thy disciples here with a 
greater zeal and earnestness; and may it be an in- 
vitation to any who have not accepted thee as 
Saviour, to surrender theim lives, their talents, their 
service to thee and to thy cause. We ask these 
things in thy dear Name. Amen. 

The superintendent at the desk. Lincoln Sun- 
day. (As a special feature have someone refer to 
Lincoln's humble boyhood and to the fact that when 
God called him to the highest position Lincoln was 
prcpai^d. Clinch this fact by adding:) God has 
made many poor boys great, but he does but little 
with an untrained boy, and nothing with an idler, 
lie is still raising up great men. He does not call 
anyone to do that for which he is not fitted. If 
he calls you it is because he knows you can do that 
which he is asking of you. 

Desk lesson: Make "preparedness" the keynote 
of today's lesson and emphasize the importance 
of spiritual, as well as intellectual, preparation for 
life's work. Blackboard outline : 

To Serve 
Prepare God 

To Meet 

Appropriate hymns. Where He Leads I '11 Follow ; 
I'll Go Where You Want Me to Go; I'll Live for 
Him; Take My life and Let It Be. 

The 8upe];;intendent's quiet hour. The Sunday- 
school has called me to leadership. Has Christ 
chosen me for this work? How shall I know? 
Have I talents that fit me for the work? Does he 
bless and give me success in it? Do I have a realiza- 
tion that I am a co-worker with Wm7 If so, I 
am truly called and I will consecrate my talents 
and time to him. 

February 17, 1918 

JESUS TEACHING BY PARABLES— FOUR 
EINDS OF GROUND 

Lesson passage: Mark 4 : 1-20 (vs. 1-8; 14-20 

printed) . 

Additional references: Matt. 13 : 1-30. 36-43. 

The superintendent's lesson prayer. (To be 
offered just before the lesson is tau^t.) Blessed 
Jesus, we thank thee for thy earthly life, for thy 
teaching, and for thy miracles. We thank thee 
for the wonderful way in which thou hast preserved 
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a record of these things for us in thy Word. Bless 
us as we study that Word together, we pray. Give 
to these teachers wisdom and guidance. May 
the words they utter be like good seed. Make 
the minds and hearts of the scholars as good soil, 
that these seeds may find root therein and grow and 
bring forth a hundredfold. And to thee we shall 
give the praise and the honor and the glory. Amen. 

The superintendent at the desk. Tomorrow is 
the anniversary of Luther's death. For the special 
feature mention this fact, and tell how he labored 
and suffered that we might have the words of Christ 
to study today. 

Desk lesson: (Show a cupful of earth and, if 
possible, some small seed of a flower and of a weed.) 
Either kind of seed will grow in the earth. Darwin 
took a cupful of earth and pulled out each sprout 
as it grew from seed alrc^y in the soil until 
he had counted nearly 500 plants. One httie 
Scotch thistle was brought to this country, but its 
seed spread until it became a curse. Our hearts 
are like the earth. Good and bad seed will grow 
there. Good and bad seed are already there. We 
should give the good that is within us a chance to 
develop, and endeavor to root out the evil. 

Appropriate hymns. Sowing in the Morning; 
Scattering Precious Seed; Wonderful Words of 
Life; Lord, I Hear of Showers of Blessing. 

The superintendent's quiet hour. Have I al- 
lowed the Holy Spirit to prepare my heart for the 
reception of his Word? or do I depend altogether 
upon my own understanding and the aid of lesson 
writers and Bible helps? Have I missed some mes- 
sage which the Word of God has for me because I 
have not sought more earnestly for the illuminating 
help of the Spirit? If his Word is to be a lamp unto 
my feet, his Spirit must light it. 

February 24, 1918 

JESUS TEACHING BT PARABLES—THE 
GROWTH OF THE KINGDOM 

Lesson passage: Mark 4 : 21-34. 

Additional references: Matt. 13 : 24-50; Isa. 
2 : 2-4; Ezek. 47 : 1-12; Rev. 21 : 1-8. 22-27; 
22 : 1-5. 

The superintendent's lesson prayer. (To be 
offered just before the lesson is taught.) Our 
Father, we thank thee for the growth of thy King- 
dom on earth; for the Christian Church and the 
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Sunday-school. We thank thee that we are mem- 
bers of that Kingdom and have a part in its advance- 
ment. Hasten the day, we pray, when "the earth 
shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the 
waters cover the sea." Help us to do out share 
toward hastening the day when thy will shall be 
done on earth. Give to each of us a large vision of 
thy Kingdom as we study about it today. May our 
study of the lesson prompt us to render unto thee 
as King of kings more loyal homage and service 
than we have offered in the past. We pray in the 
name of thy Son. Amen. 

The superintendent at the desk. Washington 
Sunday. As a special feature speak of the rapid 
growth of this naton since the days of Washington, 
in population, in production, in wesdth, and in 
strength. Read Deut. 4 : 5-9. 

Desk lesson: (Speak of the rapid growth of the 
kingdom of God.) When Christ spoke the words of 
this lesson he had only 12 immediate followers. 
When he ascended from Olivet there were at least 
500 who believed on him. In forty days the 
Christian faith had made 3000 converts. When 
John died at Ephesus it had won 1,000,000. In 
three centuries it had conquered the throne of the 
Csesars. Today Clmstianity speaks in every 
language, it has more and better workers; it has 
emancipated the slave; civilized the lawless; ele- 
vated the degraded. It is penetrating all parts 
of the world, spreading farther and farther the 
glorious light it kindled on earth. 

Appropriate hymns. Onward, Christian Soldiers; 
I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord; The Church's One 
Foundation; Blest Be the Tie That Binds. 

The superintendent's quiet hour. I pray, "Thy 
kingdom come," but how much do I do between 
Sundays to help answer that prayer? Is religion 
something I talk about in Sunday-school and then 
fail to mention during the week? It has been 
calculated that if every Christian would win another 
for Christ each year, the whole world would be 
reached in a little over thirty years. How long 
would it take if every Christian were like met 

The Workers' Conference 

Ask a capable teacher to read some Sunday- 
school book, such as, Sunday-School Teaching and 
Management (American Sunday-School Union), 
or some assigned section of such a book, and review 
it in the meeting, emphasizing the parts that will 
be most helpful to the school. 
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SUGGESTIONS FOR THE MONTH 

Thb lessons for this month offer opportunities 
to emphasize missions. On March 3 we may make 
Isaiah 9 : 6 the theme; on March 10 the work 
of the medical missionary may be explained; on 
March 17 giving freely because we have received 
freely should be urged; on March 24 home missions 
or Christian charities may be presented; and on 
March 31 Jesus should be offered as our example 
for service. This does not mean, however, that 
the subject of missions is to be stressed this 
month and not referred to again during the year. 
There may well be a monthly, or at least a quar- 
terly, reference to this subject throu^out the 
year. 

A missionary order of service is suggested, in- 
cluding a missionary hjnnn, a missionary devo- 
tional reading, and a missionary memory verse. 
Short missionary addresses may be made during the 
spedal feature period. 

Every Sunday-school may be organized as a 
missionary society with duly elected officers, 
or may have at least a missionary secretary 
who will prepare the missionary programs. No 
school is too small or too isolated to undertake 
definite and systematic missionary instruction, 
and the school which earnestly strives to enlarge 
its vision will find itself better equipped for local 
service. 

There should be one or two good missionanr 
books in the workers' Ubrary of every school. 
Manual of Missionary Methods^ by Trull, and Ths 
Why and How of Missions in the Sunday-School^ 
by Brown, will be helpful. 

If Palm Sunday is to be observed as Decision 
Day, as suggested, plan early for this. 

Easter should be one of the important anniver- 
saries of the Sunday-school. Begin early to pre- 
pare for it. Secure a suitable program — not one 
which speaks merely of springtime and flowers, 
but one that glorifies a risen Lord. Adoration, 
not entertainment, should be the aim of the ser- 
vice. 

26 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 

Opening Period. 

Music. Organ, piano, or orchestra. 
Opening Hymn. School, standing. 
Prayer. • By Pastor or school officer. 

Devotional and Memory Period. 

Missionary Hymn. 
Missionary Devotional Reading. 
Missionary Memory Verse. 

Special Feature Period. 

Something appropriate to the lesson or to the season. 
A missionary address or a missionary paper 
would be suitable. 

Business Period. 

Announcements. Record of Attendance, Offering. 

LESSON PERIOD. 

Lesson Taught 
Lesson Hymn. 

Closing Period. 

SuperinteruierU*s Desk Lesson. 
Hymn. Chosen by a class or a pupil. 
Superintendent* 8 Closing Prayer. 
Distribution of books and papers. 

March 3, 1918 

JESUS BRINGING PEACE 

Lesson passage: Mark 4:35 — 5:20 (4:35-41; 

5 : 15-20 printed). 

Additional references: Matt. 8 : 23-34; Luke 8 : 

22-39; Matt. 14 : 22-33; Luke 9 : 37-43a. 

Missionary devotional reading: Isa. 9 : 1-7. 

Missionary memory verse: Isa. 9 : 7. 

The superintendent at the desk. Desk lesson: 
(Tell the story of how Paton, the devoted mis- 
sionary, once found his life threatened by savages.) 
"God will punish you if you commit this murder," 
Paton told the natives. "Who fears God?" they 
replied. Paton afterward wrote about the incident: 
**We prayed as only men can pray when in the jaws 
of death. We felt that God was near and om- 
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nipotent to do what seemed best to him." Sud- 
denly Paton's servant exclaimed, "Jehovah is 
hearing!" It was true. The approaching savages 
had halted. Paton and those with lum were 
saved. 

Appropriate hymns. Safe in the Arms of Jesus; 
Jesus, Saviour, Pilot Me; A Shelter in the Time of 
Storm; Leaning On the Everlasting Arms. 

The superintendent's closing prayer. Our 
Father, when we think of thee as the Creator and 
Ruler of this universe, and able to control its storms 
and all its forces, we tremble before thy power; 
but when we remember that infinite love prompted 
thee to still the tempest on Galilee, we come to 
thee in faith and confidence. In these closing 
moments of this session we pray for thy protection, 
thy guidance, thy help during the cooping week. 
Be our constant companion. Guard us from danger. 
Save us from the evU that is in the world. Dismiss 
us with thy blessing, and let thy protecting Spirit 
hover over us. We pray in Jesus* name. Amen. 

The superintendent's quiet hour. How far do I 
trust God in the uncertainties of life? It is easy 
to trust when the sun is shining and the way seems 
clear. Can I trust him when the shadows gather, 
when the storms break, when the future is uncer- 
tain? I may even face the known dangers bravely. 
But what of the dangers that lurk, the dangers 
which cannot be guarded against — the uncertain- 
ties of daily life? Have I peace amid these? 

March 10, 1918 
JESUS RESTORING LIFE AND HEALTH 

(Missionary lesson) 

Lesson passage: Mark 5 : 21-43 (vs. 21-23, 35-43 

printed) . 

Additional references: Matt. 9 : 27-35; Luke 7 : 
11-16; 17:11-19; John 5:1-9; 11:1-46; 10: 

7-18. 

Missionary devotional reading: Isa. 11: 1-9. 
Missionary memory verse: Isa. 11 : 9. 

The superintendent at the desk. (Tell the story 
of Mary Reed, a missionary to India.) On a visit 
to America she discovered that she had contracted 
leprosy. She immediately returned to India and 
began to work among the lepers. Many friends 
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prayed for her. For a time the disease continued 
to make painful progress. The reports came that 
it had been stayed. Finally she was pronounced 
cured. 

(// the suggested jyrogram for Palm Sunday is 
carried ovi, a meeting of the teachers should be caUed 
today.) 

Appropriate hymns. There is a Fountain; Does 
Jesus Care? Jesus Saves; Jesus Shall Reign. 

The superintendent's closing prayer. Our Father 
in heaven, we thank thee for life and health, for 
happy homes and loved ones. Continue to bless 
and protect us during this week, we pray. Each 
morning may we seek thy help and protection; each 
evening may we thank thee for thy gracious care 
during the day. Make us strong in thy might, 
and courageous in thy safe-keeping. If it be thy 
will may neither harm nor sickness come near us 
this week. Bring us back to this place next Sunday, 
happy and strong and well. We ask it in Jesus* 
name. Amen. 

The superintendent's quiet hour. I pray for 
health when I am ill. Do I thank God for health 
when I am well? Is it true that I accept my good 
health as something deserved, or look upon it as 
something I have obtained myself? It is so natural 
to ask for what I want, and to fail to be thankful 
for what I have. "Bless the Lord, O my soul, and 
forget not all his benefits." 

March 17, 1918 
JESUS SENDING FORTH THE TWELVE 

(Missionary lesson) 

Lesson passage: Mark 6 : 1-31 (vs. 7-13, 30, printed). 

Additional references: Matt. 28 : 16-20; Acts 
1 :6-8; 2 : 1-4; 16 : 9, 10. 

Missionary devotional reading: John 4 : 35-38. 
Memory verse: Mark 16 : 15. 

The superintendent at the desk. Desk lesson: 
Lay stress on the fact that Christ sent his disciples 
out two by two. There is infinite wisdom behind 
this plan. Did you ever try it in the Sunday- 
school? How many boys can you get to form teanns 
of twos to go after other boys, or girls to bring in 
other girls? A new membership campaign through 
such team-work may be started today. If this is 
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undertaken the teachers should be consulted first, 
and the plans explained to them. 

Appropriate hymns. Take My Life and Let 
It Be; Must Jesus Bear the Cross Alone? I'll 
Go Where You Want Me to Go; Take Me as I 
Am. 

The superintendepLt's closing prayer. Blessed 
Jesus, may many who have studied this lesson to- 
day hear thy call to service and respond, "Here 
am I, send me." Send us out of this place to carry 
thy message of salvation freely given for all. May 
we not miss any opportunity that comes to us to 
speak for thee this week. Grant to us wisdom and 
tact and ability to tell others about thee. May the 
story of this lesson be spread throughout the com- 
munity this week, as each scholar tells it first in the 
home, then in the neighborhood. Make us such 
able messengers that we shall gain many new mem- 
bers for our school and win many souls for thee. 
We ask it in thy Name. Amen. 

The superintendent's quiet hour. Do I really 
believe in the power of the gospel of Christ? Then 
why do I hesitate to offer it to my friends? If 
they are ill and I know a cure I hasten to tell them. 
They are sin-sick, but I delay telling thena of sin's 
remedy. Do I doubt God's power or willingness 
to save? Am I really as much interested in their 
souls' welfare as in their physical health? 

March 24, 1918 

JESUS MINISTERING TO THE MULTITUDE 

Lesson passage: Mark 6 : 32-56 (vs. 32-44 printed). 

Additional references: Exod. 16 : 14-18; Matt. 25 : 
31-46; Luke 4 : 16-21; Jas. 1 : 27; Rev. 2 : 17. 

Missionary devotional reading: Matt. 25 : 31-46. 
* Missionary memory verse: Acts 1 : 8. 

The superintendent at the desk. Palm Sunday. 
Decorate with conquest flags. Many schools have 
Decision Day at this time as a fitting preparation 
for Easter. If you plan to do this, call the teachers 
together for a conference at least two weeks in 
advance. Make them understand that success 
depends upon their prayers and co-operation. 
Shorten the class study of the lesson for the day and 
let the pastor or the superintendent present the 
matter of definite decision for Christ. Allow a 
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few minutes for personal work by the teachers and 
have decision cards signed during silent prayer. 

(Ask the school to bring flowers next Sunday for 
Easter decoraiions.) 

This is Fanny Crosby's birthday. As a special 
feature tell how this blind hymn writer ministered 
to others by songs that cheered the sorrowing and 
encouraged the disheartened. Sing a few of her 
hymns during the session. 

Desk lesson: (Tell the story of a New En^and 
deacon who, oii starting out one very cold night, 
told his wife that he was going to meet a poor widow 
with five small children who had neither food nor 
fire.) "Perhaps I can start a singing school there," 
he said. This puzzled the wife very much until 
she thought of Job 29 : 13, "The blessing of him that 
was ready to perish came upon me; and I caused 
the widow's heart to sing for joy." How happy 
this school could make the community if eveiy 
member would start a similar singing school this 
week! 

Appropriate hsrmns. Help Just a Little; Scatter- 
ing Precious Seed; Rescue the Perishing; Is Thy 
Cruse of Comfort FaiHng? 

The superintendent's closing prayer. Father, 
we pray that thou wouldst forgive us for the many 
duties which we have left undone in the past; for 
our failure to feed the hungry, to give drink to the 
thirsty, to be kind to the stranger, to clothe the 
naked, to visit the sick. Grant that heaven's 
gate may not be closed against any of us by our 
thoughtlessness or carelessness in these things. 
Make us ministering angels of. thine. May we 
think not only of the needy, the sorrowing, the 
sin-oppressed of our own community and land, 
but may our helpfulness extend to every land. 
We pray for thy blessing during all this week. May 
no day close without each of us having done some 
deed of kindness, or spoken some word of cheer in 
thy Name. We ask it for Jesus' sake. Amen. 

The superintendent's quiet hour. We are so 
apt to give our money for charity and think our 
duty performed, while we withhold the great^t 
and best giftr— ourselves. Organized charity is 
often cold charity. It takes charity with a warm 
heart behind it to reach cold hearts. How many 
opportunities I have missed to cheer when I was 
actually flattering myself on how much I had 
given! I resolve today that I will not give less of 
my means but jnore of myself. When I cannot 
personally reach the sorrowing or needy one, I can 
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at least write a cheering letter. One such letter 
a week will gladden fifty-two hearts in a year. 

March 31, 1918 

REVIEW: JESUS OUR EXAMPLE IN 

SERVICE 

Lesson passage: Phil. 2 : 1-11; or alternate Easter 
passage, 1 Cor. 15 : 50-68. 

Missionary devotional reading: Matt. 28 : 16-20. 
Missionary memory verse: John 20 : 21. 

The superintendent at the desk. Easter Sunday. 
Decorate with flowers. Open the school by having 
the Primary scholars march through the main room 
singing an Easter hymn. Omit all petitions from 
the closing prayer and make it a prayer of thanks- 
giving for Christ's resurrection and the example of 
his life. 

Desic lesson: (Review Sunday. Link the resurrec- 
tion lesson and Christ's example of service with the 
missionary idea.) If God sent his Son into the world 
to forgive sin (Jan. 27) , to preach the gospel (Feb. 
17, 24), to bring peace (March 3), to restore life 
and health (March 10), to minister to the multi- 
tude (March 24) ; if Jesus Uved, died, and rose from 
the dead for the whole world, shall we not do all we 
can to spread the tidings of his salvation? 

Appropriate hymns. Christ the Lord Is Risen 
Today; The Day of Resurrection; More About 
Jesus; I'll Live for Him. 

The superintendent's closing prayer. Father in 
heaven, we thank thee for this Easter day; for the 
Easter message of victory over death and sin. We 
thank thee for him whose life, death, and resur- 
rection have made this day possible, and for thy 
great love shown in giving him, that we might not 
perish but have everlasting life. We bless thee for 
his example and for his instructions. We are glad 
that we have the privilege of studying these together 
during this quarter. We thank thee for all the 
blessings that his life and teachings have brought 
to us; for the happiness, the charity, the love that 
are in the world. We rejoice because thou dost 
think us worthy to help spread the gospel of salva- 
tion and eternal life. Today, as a thank offering, 
we solemnly pledge thee our time, our talents, our 
means, and our lives to advance thy Kingdom on 
earth. Accept this offering of thanksgiving, we pray, 
in the name of Jesus, our example and pattern. 
Amen. 
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The superintendent's quiet hour. "Have this 
mind in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: who, 
existing in the form of God, . . . emptied himself, 
taking the form of a servant, . . . becoming 
obedient even unto death," Phil. 2 : 5-8. Is this 
mind in me? Is the fact that God has not exalted 
me more highly an indication that I have sought 
to exalt myself? Am I more desirous of the praise 
of man than of the praise of God? Do I seek the 
praise of man by apparently serving God, or do 
I seek the praise of God by humbly serving men? 

The Workers' Conference 

Make home and foreign missions the subject of 
discussion. Papers on "The School Serving the 
Community," "The School Broadening Its Outlook," 
and "the School Advancing the Kingdom" may be 
prepared and read. An open discussion of plans 
for increasing interest in missions should prove 
helpful. 



April, 1918 

SUGGESTIONS FOR THE MONTH 

With the coming of spring every effort should be 
made to strengthen all departments of the school 
for the approaching summer months. This should 
be done in the country, because these months should 
be the banner months of the year; and in the city, 
because the warm season usually brings decreased 
attendance and interest. It can be best ac- 
complished by co-operation. 

A one-man school is generally a failure. The 
superintendent who attempts to do everything and 
be everything will find his task becoming increas- 
ingly difficult. It may be true that he can do 
things better than anyone else, but it is not good for 
the school that he should attempt to do all. He is a 
leader rather than a laborer; a director of work rather 
than a worker. He should seek to find something 
for each one in the school to do. There is no better 
way to increase interest. What we work for we 
care for. Interest and service react upon each other. 
Our interest grows as our labor increases; our 
labor increases as our interest grows.' Therefore 
get workers. Plan work; seek laborers. A school 
cannot have too varied interests if the work is 
properly distributed. 

Train and educate your workers. Supply them 
with a good workers' library. Make clippings from 
Sunday-school periodicals; paste them in a book, or 
place them in a folder, and have this circulated 
among yoiu* workers. Organize a teacher-training 
class. The American Sunday-School Union or 
your county and state officers will gladly assist 
you if you will explain your needs and difficulties 
to them. 

ORDER OF SERVICE 

Devotional Period. 

Doxology. School, standing. 

Prayer. By Superintendent, followed by the 

Lord's Prayer in unison. 
Hymn of Worship. 
Devotional Reading. 

Memory and Special Feature Period. 

Memory Verse of Praise or Consecration. 
Solo. Something appropriate to the day or to 
the lesson. 

34 
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Business Period. 

Notices. 

Superintendent* 8 Greeting to new pupils and 

visitors. 
Record of attendance. Offering. 

LESSON PERIOD. 

Lesson Hymn. 

Lesson Prayer. By Pastor or teacher. 

Lesson Taught. 

Closing Period. 

Hymn of Praise. 
Superintendent* s Desk Lesson. 
Hymn. Selected by school. 
Benediction. The Superintendent may read or 
repeat Philippians 4 : 23, changing "you" 
to "us." 
Distribution of books and papers. 

April 7, 1918 

JESUS SETS MEN FREE 
Lesson passage: Mark 7 : 1-37 (vs. 24-35 printed). 

Additional references: Matt. 15 : 1-31; 2 Cor. 
3 : 17, 18; Gal. 5 : 1-25. 

The superintendent's opening prayer. Our 
Father, teach us how to praise thee today. Thou 
hast been very good to us; but our praise had been 
so weak, our thanksgiving so feeble. We thank 
thee for a free salvation. We praise thee for a 
Christian Sabbath, for the Church and the Sunday- 
school. We bless thee for the privilege of meeting 
together in the Sunday-school, and for the liberty 
that permits us to worship thee as our conscience 
dictates. Direct our thoughts in this hour's service, 
we pray. May nothing be said or done that will 
displease thee. Set us free from the power of sin. 
May we not be the slaves of evil, but servants of 
thine.' We ask it in the name of Him who taught 
us to pray, "Our Father," etc. ' 

The superintendent at the desk. We are within 
a week of the anniversary of the death of President 
Lincoln. In the desk lesson refer to this, and tell 
how Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation 
which set the slaves free. Then explain how we 
are set free from the bondage of sin by the work of 
Christ. 

Appropriate hymns. Nothing but the Blood 
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of Jesus; I Gave My Life for Thee; All to Christ I 
Owe; Jesus Saves. 

The superintendent's quiet hour. As Christ 
gave hearing and then plain speech to the deaf 
man, Mark 7 : 35, so he is waiting to open my 
spiritual ears that I may hear the counsel of the 
Holy Spirit, and be able to speak the gospel message 
so that all may understand. If I have a message 
from Christ, I have a message that men will hear 
and understand, but I must hear his Spirit speak 
before my speech will be understood. 

April 14, 1918 

JESUS REQUIRES CONFESSION AND 

LOYALTY 

Lesson passage: Mark 8 : 1 — 9 : 1 (8 : 27-38 printed). 
Additional references: Luke 9 : 18-27, 67-62. 

The superintendent's opening prayer. Lord 
Jesus, we thank thee that thou hast considered 
us worthy to witness for thee. When we recall how 
many times we might have spoken for thee this 
week but did not, we are ashamed of our disloyalty. 
Forgive us for these failures, we pray, and pardon 
our carelessness, forgetfulness, and indifference. 
Give us today such a vision of thy love that we can 
never again forget thee or thy claim upon us. May 
this hour's service draw us closer to thee, increase 
our love for thee, and create in us a greater zeal for 
thy service. Bless us as we shall worship thee in 
song and prayer; keep us reverent as we shall read 
and study thy Word. Send us from^ this place 

grepared for more ardent and loyal service than we 
ave rendered thee in the past. Teach us how we 
may help answer the prayer that thou hast taught 
us, "Our Father," etc. 

The superintendent at the desk. (As examples 
of Christian confession and loyalty, refer briefly to 
the fearful persecutions which followed the martyr- 
dom of Stephen. Tell of the martyr Polycarp 
who lived in Smyrna during the second century.) 
Eighty-six years he served Christ; seventy years 
he preached. When called upon to save his life by 
densdng Christ he exclaimed: **Eighty-and-six years 
have I served him, and he never did me any injury; 
how, then, can I blaspheme my King and Saviour?" 
With his dying breath he thanked God that he was 
worthy to be a martyr. 

Appropriate hymns. True-hearted, Whole- 



APRIL 21, 1918 37 

hearted; Awake, My Soul, Stretch Every Nerve; 
Stand Up, Stand Up, for Jesus; Soldiers of Christ, 
Arise. 

The superintendent's quiet hour. Am I spas- 
modic in my Christian service, sometimes laboring 
with intense zeal, sometimes rendering only in- 
different service? What does the unchanging God 
think of such service? Can it be that there are 
times when' I am actually ashamed of him? Do 
all men that know me know also that I am a 
Christian? Am I afraid or ashamed to tell them? 

April 21. 1918 

JESUS TRANSFIGURED 

Lesson passage: Mark 9 : 2-29 (vs. 2-10 printed). 

Additional references: Matt: 17 : 1-20; Luke 9 : 
28-43; 2 Kings 2:8-12; 4:25-37; 6:14-17; 
2 Pet. 1 : 1-21. 

The superintendent's opening prayer. Lord 
Jesus, we thank thee for the many ways in which 
thou dost reveal thyself to us. We thank thee for 
the revelation of thy power and love as we find it 
in nature. We thank thee for what we see of thee 
in Christian men and women, in boys and girls. 
We thank thee for the clearest of all revelations, 
thy Word. We pray thee to send thy Holy Spirit 
to interpret that revelation to us. As the three 
disciples on the mountain saw in thy transfigured 
face the very Son of God,' so may we get such a 
clear view of thee today that we, also, shall be forced 
to exclaim, "It is good for us to be here!" May 
these teachers get a clear vision of thy mercy, love, 
and helpfulness. May these scholars better ap- 
preciate thy power to save and to keep from evil. 
May we all understand better the prayer that thou 
commandest us to offer, "Our Father," etc. 

The superintendent at the desk. As a special 
feature someone may read Longfellow's poem, "The 
Legend Beautiful." 

Desk leeaon: How does a rose bush look at this 
time of the year? Who that did not know would 
imagine that in a few more weeks it would be trans 
formed into a beautiful blooming plant? The 
three disciples who had seen Christ in his human 
form never dreamed of his real glory until they 
saw him transfigured. Neither can we know the 
beauty, power, and love that are in Christ merely 
by studjdng about him; we must accept him as 
Lord and Saviour. 
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(Plan for temperance pledge signing next Sunday.) 
Appropriate hymns. More About Jesus; Jesus Is 
All the World to Me; Praise Him! Praise Him! Face 
to Face. 

The superintendent's quiet hour. Like the three 
disciples I may ascend the mountain height and 
catch a clearer view of heaven and of earth's needs; 
but I may not stay on the mountain-top. It is not 
a place for permanent habitation. I, too, must 
descend to tell others what I have seen of heaven 
and of my Saviour. 

April 28, 1918 

JESUS REBUKES SELFISHNESS 

(Temperance lesson) 

Lesson passage: Mark 9 : 30-50 (vs. 33-42 printed). 

Additional references: Matt. 5 : 41, 42; 20 : 20-28; 
Luke 22 : 24-30; 1 Cor. 13. 

The superintendent's opening prayer. Heavenly 
Father, we thank thee for the desire to come to 
Sunday-school, because we know that every good 
desire comes from thee. May none of us have come 
today merely for pastime or entertainment, but to 
learn of thee and to fit ourselves for efficient service 
in the years to come. Impress upon each of us 
that this is an important hour in our lives. If in 
the past we have been irreverent in thy house, 
or inattentive to our teachers, forgive us, we pray. 
May no plan of ours for this hour be contrary 
to thy will. Remove all selfishness from our hearts. 
Give us more of the love of him who taught us to 
pray, "Our Father," etc. 

The superintendent at the desk. As a special 
feature make this a temperance pledge signing 
Sunday. Secure a pledge in which the signer 
promises both to abstain from alcoholic liquor 
himself and to do all he can to end the trafi&c. 
Make it clear that you do not ask each pupil to 
sign for himself alone, but that all are signing 
together in a spirit of helpfulness. 

(Prepare today for the special song service of next 
Sunday by requesting the choice of hymns a^ suggested,) 

Desk lesson: Have a glass, or small bottle, half 
full of water in which you have placed a little boiled 
laundry starch, not enough to cloud the water. 
Have a second glass containing same quantity of 
water, half a teaspoonful of tincture of iodine 
(poison), and just enough color (aniline dye or 
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water-color paint) to tint it yellow. Call the yellow 
solution "selfishness. Ask the pupils if they ever 
heard of a "yellow streak" in a person. To illus- 
trate what selfishness does to the heart, pour the 
yellow solution into the apparentiy clear water. 
It will turn a very dark blue, almost black. Try 
the experiment first at home. If the final color 
is not dark enough, add more starch. (Save this 
solution to use next Sunday.) 

Appropriate hymns. I Live for Those Who Love 
Me; Dare to Do Bight; Saviour, Teach Me Day by 
Day; Throw Out the Life-Line. 

The superintendent's quiet hour. Do I fully 
realize the responsibility of my position as set forth 
in Mark 9 : 42? Lord Jesus, may no word nor 
act of mine cause one child in my school to stumble. 
Keep me from the very appearance of evil for their 
sakes. Only thy Spirit can give me the wisdom that 
I need. Send him to purify my own heart and to 
lead me where others may safely follow. 

The Workers' Conference 

Plans should now be prepared for the summer 
months. To encourage co-operation, let these 
plans be the subject of discussion at the conference. 
If any worker is unable to attend this meeting, 
be sure that he is fully informed, as early as possible, 
regarding the plans adopted. One or two papers 
may be prepared in advance on such subjects as, 
"Summer Enthusiasm," "Hot Weather and In- 
creased Attendance," etc. Or there may be a de- 
bate on the question, "Resolved: That the Summer 
Months May Be Made the Banner Sunday-School 
Season." 



May, 1918 

SUGGESTIONS FOR THE MONTH 

Mat and June are the most pleasant months 
in the year. Why not make them the best months 
for the Sunday-school? Awaken so much enthusi- 
asm during these months that it will carry over into 
the wEirm months that follow. Put variety and 
snap into the sessions. Outdoors will caJl loudly 
to the young people when the days are balmy. Do 
not attempt to keep them indoors by a service that 
drags tediousdy. 

Have you been overlooking the suggestion of 
reading Mark's Gospel through a number of times 
during these first six months of 1918? If you do 
not refer to this frequently the pupils will forget 
it. Do not hesitate publicly to praise the ones 
who are doing this work faithfully. 

This season of the year offers exceptional oppor- 
tunities to tell nature stories that will illustrate 
God's thoughtfulness and love for humanity. The 
planted seed which he is causing to grow to supply 
us with food; the blossoming trees, his promise 
of fruit; the budding plants, the springing grass, 
to beautify the earth; and even the storms with 
their life-giving moisture all speak of God's love, 
if we will but hear their voices. One such illus- 
tration may be presented each Sunday during the 
special feature period. Be very sure that you 
yourself have learned to see God in nature before 
you attempt to show him to others. 

Each Sunday of this month may be made a special 
day by following the suggestions under *'The 
Superintendent at the Desk." For May 5 a May- 
day song service may be prepared; May 12 is 
Mother's Day; May 19 is Whitsunday; and May 
26 is Memorial Sunday. Preparation for these 
days should be made in advance. 



ORDER OF SERVICE 

Opening and Special Feature Period. 

Opening Hymn. 

Prayer, By teacher or adult pupil. 
Special Feature. Something appropriate to the 
day or to the season. 
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Memory Period. 

Selections from Mark*8 Gospel or lesson memory 
verse, 

Deyotioxul Period. 

Hymn of Praise, 

Scripture Reading, Lesson passage or other devo- 
tional selection. 
Hymn of Tnist, 

Business Period. 

Brief mention of something other schools are oc- 

complishing. 
Record of Attendance, Offering, Announcements, 

LBSSON PERIOD. 

Lesson Taught. 

Lesson Prayer, By Superintendent. 

Lesson Hymn, 

Closing Period. 

Superintendents Desk Lesson, 

Closing Hymn, 

Benediction, 

Distribution of books and papers. 

May 5, 1918 

JESUS SETS NEW STANDARDS OF LIVING 

(Temperance lesson) 

Lesson passage: Mark 10 : 1-31 (vs. 17-27 printed). 

Additional references: Gen. 1 : 27; 2 : 18-25; Exod. 
20:2-17; Deut. 5:16-21; Matt. 18:1-14; 
19 : lfr-30; Luke 18 : 15-29. 

The superintendent at the desk. On this first 
Sunday of the month a May-day^ song service 
would be both pleasing and appropriate as a special 
feature. On the previous Sunday ask each class 
to give you the name of its favorite hymn written 
on a slip of paper. Arrange to have some of these 
favorites rendered as solos, duets, or class choruses. 
If time permits, let the entire school sing a part of 
the remaining selections. Before each hymn is 
sung, announce which class chose it. Have nothing 
but singing in the opening service. Let the prayer 
be a prayer hymn. Be sure that the scholars 
understand that this is a service of worship. 

Desk lesson: Show the black solution made last 
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Sunday. Refer to the fact that it was a yellow 
solution, which we called "selfishness/' that turned 
it black. Now pour into the black solution a mixture 
of water and hypo (obtained for a few cents from 
a druggist or a photographic supply store). This 
will clear the dark solution. Tell the school that 
we ourselves cannot get selfishness out of our hearts. 
God only can do that for us when we seek his 
kingdom, surrender our lives to him, become his 
children, and let Christ be our Saviour. 

{Announce the Mother's Day service next Sunday.) 

The superintendent's lesson prayer. (To be 
offered just after the lesson is taught.) Our Saviour, 
we are glad that thou hast tau^t us how to over- 
come selfishness and to live in love and charity 
with one another. Help us not to miss the real 
truth of this lesson — that we cannot love as we 
should until we have sought thy Kingdom, sur- 
rendered our lives to thee, and allowed thee to live 
in us and love for us. We pray not simply for a 
blessing today; we pray, also, for the Blesser. We 
want thee with thy mercy, kindness, and love. 
Come quickly, Lord Jesus, and abide within us, 
not for this hour only but for this entire week and 
for life. May all our friends know that we are thine 
because our lives show forth thy love. We ask it 
in thy Name. Amen. 

Appropriate hymns. I Think When I Read; 
Saviour, Teach Me Day by Day; Jesus Loves Me; 
Saviour, Like a Shepherd Lead Us. 

The superintendent's quiet hour. Am I willing 
to give up the thing I treasure most, if God com- 
mands? Do I believe Mark 10 : 29, 30? Suppose 
God should ask me to give up position and income? 
Could I do it and trust him? Or do I want to see 
every step clearly? 

May 12, 1918 

JESUS FACES THE CROSS 

Lesson passage: Mark 10 : 32-52 (vs. 32-45 printed). 

Additional references: Matt. 20 : 20-28; Luke 

22 : 25-27. 

The superintendent at the desk. Mother's Day. 
Invite the mothers to the service. If practicable, 
orgam'ze a parents' department. Some write it 
Mothers' Day. (Write on blackboard.) It should 
be Mother's Day (write), meaning a day for one 
mother, the best mother, my mother. Tell of a 



MAY 19, 1918 43 

sacrifice which some mother has made, preferably 
your own. Ask each one silently to thank God for 
his mother, and to pray that God will teach him to 
be more thoughtful of her. 

Desk lesson: Refer to Christ's courage as shown 
by his going to Jerusalem, where he knew death 
awaited him. Speak of the moral courage which 
we must possess to be like him. Refer to the cour- 
age it requires to perform some duties. As you 
speak, draw a cross on the blackboard, and on the 
cross beam print the word, Duty, Emphasize the 
fact that just as Christ faced his cross bravely, so 
we should take up each cross of duty coiu*ageously. 

(Begin to plan for Children* 8 Day, June 9.) 

The superintendent's lesson prayer. (To be 
offered just after the lesson is taught.) Father, 
we pray that thou wouldst draw us so near to thee 
that we may get from thee whatever we need to 
make us faithful in the daily duties of life. Give 
us the courage we need to do what we know is right, 
and to leave undone that which we know is wrong, 
so that we may help to promote thy Kingdom upon 
the earth. Make us humble followers of thy meek 
but courageous Son, our Savioiu*. Control our 
thoughts; direct our ways during this coming week. 
May today's lesson of Christ's courage inspire us 
to greater loyalty in thy service, and greater faith- 
fulness in the discharge of daily duties. We pray 
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Appropriate hymns. My Mother's Bible; Dare 
to Do lUght; Stand Up, Stand Up, for Jesus; Who 
Is On the Lord's Side? 

The superintendent's quiet hour. The world 
sasrs that to be courageous you must be aggressive. 
God sa3rs that courage and humility go hand in 
hand. If I boast of my moral courage, I do not 
possess the kind that God commends. God wants 
me to have the courage that forgets itself and 
glorifies him. 

May 19, 1918 

JESUS EXERCISING KINGLY AUTHORITY 

Lesson passage: Mark 11 : 1-33 (vs. 15-18, 27-33 

printed). 

Additional references: Matt. 21 : 12-27; Luke 
19 : 45—20 : 8; John 2 : 13-17; 12 : 12-15. 

The superintendent at the desk. Whitsunday, 
the anniversary of Pentecost, the birthday of the 
Christian Church. As a special feature refer to this 
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fact and speak of the Holy Spirit as coming to earth 
to take Christ's place. Have soloist sing, **Lead, 
Kindly Light." 

After the lesson have someone read Psalm 24. 
As the desk lesson ask the scholars if people nowadays 
wave palms before .their kings. When they say 
*'no," tell them that you know of a country where 
this is still done. Ask if they would like you to tell 
them about it. Have someone ready to read 
Revelation 7 : 9-12. Bring out the fact that if 
we are going to wave palms before our King in 
heaven, we must learn to praise him here. Sing a 
hymn of praise, after asking the school to make it a 
genuine act of worship. 

( Tell of your plans for Memorial Sunday, May S6.) 

The superintendent's lesson prayer. (To be 
offered just after the lesson is taught.) Our King 
and Saviour, we bless thee, we worship thee, we 
praise thee. Make us thine obedient subjects, we 
pray. Forgive us for any disloyalty that we have 
shown in the past. May we never forget our 
royal lineage — sons and daughters of God, joint- 
heirs with Christ Jesus to an incorruptible inher- 
itance. Grant that we may be found worthy of 
that inheritance. May we sdl be ready to live with 
thee when thou comest again to reign as Lord of 
lords and King of kings with thy saints on earth. 
We ask it in thy royal and divine Name. Amen. 

Appropriate hymns. The Child of a King; Ride 
on! Ride on in Majesty! All Hail the Power of 
Jesus' Name; Praise Him, Praise Him. 

The superintendent's quiet hour. In this im- 
portant period in our national history I am proud 
of my country and rejoice in my nationality. I 
cheer those in authority. But this is a most im- 
portant spiritual period also. Why am I so often 
silent regarding the King of kings? He is Lord 
of the universe. Ruler of creation. Am I proud 
to acknowledge him as Lord and Master, or do I 
apologize for the fickle and weak allegiance that I 
render him? 

May 26, 1918 

JESUS SILENCES HIS ADVERSARIES 

Lesson passage: Mark 12 : 1-44 (vs. 28-34, 41-44 

printed). 

Additional references: Matt. 21 : 23-26; 22 : 1-45. 

The superintendent at the desk. Memorial 
Sunday. Decorate with national flags. Read 
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Psalm 85. If possible, have a veteran speak for 
a few minutes; or hold a short memorial service 
for members of the school who have died during the 
year. If cemetery is near the Sunday-school room, 
appoint someone to carry bouquets to the graves 
of any members who have been buried during the 
year. 

An appropriate poem which may be read after 
the lesson is "Abou Ben Adhem," by Leigh Hunt. 
The desk lesson may then be based on the truth of 
this poem. Or, a magnet and two needles may be 
used as an illustration. A needle hanging from 
a magnet will itself carry another needle brou^it into 
contact with it. Show how the magnetic force 
flows through the first needle and attracts the second. 
If we love God as v. 30 directs, we shall have no 
difficulty in loving other people in accordance with 
v. 31; and God's love will flow through us and 
attract them to him. 

The superintendent's lesson prayer. (To be 
offered just after the lesson is taught.) Our Father, 
we thank thee for the great and brave men who 
have contributed to the prosperity and welfare of 
this nation. We do not build monuments to evil 
men, but to the good and true. Teach us today 
that a man*s greatness depends upon his- likeness to 
thee; that to love thee with all the heart, the soul, 
the mind, the strength, and to love others as thou 
dost love them, is to be truly great. May all our 
plans for the future be built upon loyalty and sincere 
consecration to thee. Teach us to put thee first 
in all things. May we not only devote our lives 
and our talents to thy service, but may we also 
give freely of our money for the advancement of 
thy Kingdom on earth. We ask it in the name of 
Him who came to teach us how to love and how to 
give. Amen. 

Appropriate hymns. My Jesus, I Love Thee; 
I Know I Love Thee Better; Jesus, Teach Me Day 
by Day; Blest Be the Tie That Binds. 

The superintendent's quiet hour. Is not the 
reason that I find it difficult to keep the second of 
the two great commandments due to the fact that 
I have not obeyed the first? I find that I am unable 
to love some people and I try to excuse my failure. 
If I really loved God with my whole heart, soul, 
mind, and strength, should I have . any trouble 
loving my neighbor? But without his help I can- 
not even love him as I should. Lord, increase my 
love for thee. 
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The Workers' Conference 

*'How to Increase Active Co-operation Amon|s the 
Scholars and to Create a School Spirit and Pn^e," 
may be made the subject of discussion in this meet- 
ing. Have one or two prepared to begin the dis- 
cussion by asking them in advance to speak three 
or four minutes on some phase of the subject, such 
as, **How to Make the Scholars Realize That It Is 
Their School," and ''Teaching the Scholars That 
They Are Responsible for a Part of the Schoors 
Success." 



June, 1918 

SUGGESTIONS FOR THE MONTH 

• SuBOOBR plans should now be in operation. Make 

the session short and interesting. More can be 
accomplished in one well-filled hour, previously 
planned for, than in an hour and a half spent in 
dragging through an outworn and tiresome routine. 

Take note some Sunday of the time that is aduaUy 
. wasted in your school. Does the school ever wait 
while the chorister is searching for a hymn, or while 
the secretary is coming from the rear of the room 
to make his report, or while you finish a conversa- 
tion with someone? How many things do you do 
each Sunday just "to kill time"? Could you not 
shorten the session at least one-fifth, merely by 
eliminating the wasted minutes, and so reduce a 
service of an hour and a quarter to one hour? This 
does not mean that you should move in nervous 
haste, but quietly and promptly. Your motto 
should be: "Not one moment to waste, but sixty 
precious minutes for devout worship and earnest 
study." 

Special musical selections are very pleasing on 
warm Sundays. Do not sing five or six stanzas of 
one hymn. Avoid long addresses. 

Have on hand a supply of vacation cards on which 
those who go away may have their attendance 
recorded. 

Children's Day on June 9 should be observed 
with appropriate exercises prepared well in advance. 
V Most denominations take an offering on this day 
for religious educational purposes, while the Amer- 
ican Sunday-School Union asks for contributions 
to their missionary work in organizing new schools. 

ORDER OF SERVICE 

Opening Period. 

Mtisic. Organ, piano, or orchestra. 
Silent Prayer. (One minute.) 
Hymn of Praise. 

Deyotional Period. 

Prayer. By Pastor or school oflficer. 
Scripture Reading. 
Hymn of Worship. 

47 
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Special Feature and Memory Period. 

Vocal Selection, Short Readino, or Other Feature 
appropriate to the day or to the lesson. 

Memory Selection. Scripture passage or stanza 
of a standard hymn. 

Business Period. 

Announcements , Record of Attendance. Offering. 

LESSON PERIOD. 

Lesson Prayer. School may repeat Psahn 1 1 9 : 33. 
Lesson Taught. 
Lesson Hymn. 

Closing Period. 

Superintendent's Desk Lesson. 
Closing Hymn and Doxology. 
Superintendent's Closing Prayer. 
Distribution of books and papers. 

June 2, 1918 

jiBSUS WARNS AND COMFORTS HIS FRIENDS 

Lesson passage: Mark 13 : 1 — 14 : 9 (14 : 1-9 

printed). 

Additional references: Matt. 23 : 1 — 25 : 46; Luke 
21 : 6-38; John 10 : 1-42; 11 : 47-67; 1 Thess. 
5 : 1-24; 2 Thess. 2. 

The superintendent at the desk. (Section 
XXXII of Tennyson's poem, *'In Memoriam," may 
be read just after the lesson is taught. Make 
"Jesus in Our Home*' the theme of the desk lesson.) 
How deli^tful it is to have Jesus in the home! 
We may all have him there if first he is in the hearts 
of the home-folks. If you wanted water in the 
school-room you would have to carry it there in 
something. Cannot each member of the school ^ 
carry Jesus home in his or her heart today? / 

Appropriate hymns. Oh, Could I Speak the 
Matchless Worth; I've Found a Friend; Saviour, 
More Than Life to Me; What a Friend We Have in 
Jesus. 

The superintendent's dosing prayer. O God, our j 
Father, our Shepherd, our Guide, with hearts of love 1 
we worship and praise thee today. Draw near ] 
to us in these closing moments of our session, we 
pray. Fill our hearts with purest love, noblest 
desires, and unfailing courage. Give to each of us 
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a desire to have thee with us always — ^in thy house, 
at work, at school, at play, at home. Give us of 
thyself today so bountifully that we shall take 
thee with us from this place. May each of our 
homes be happier and better this week because we 
have been here, and thine shall be the praise, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The superintendent's quiet hour. The real test- 
ing times of my life do not come when I stand 
before the school, but while I am at my daily oc- 
cupations — ^in the home, at my work, with my 
friends. My fitness to be superintendent is shown 
not by my conduct in the school, but by my be- 
havior outside the school. Then there are special 
testing times — the crises of my Ufe. How do I 
meet themf With the calmness, fortitude, and faith 
that Christ showed when he faced the cross? or am 
I easily irritated, annoyed, provoked, and dis- 
couraged? 

June 9, 1918 

JESUS FACES BETRATAL AlfD DENIAL 

Lesson passage: Mark 14 : 10-72 (vs. 17-26 printed). 

Additional references: Matt. 26 : 20-29; 10 : 16; 
Luke 22 : 17-20; John 13 : 1-35; 1 Cor. 11 : 23-26. 

The superintendent at the desk. Children's Day. 
Decorate with flowers and flags. A Children's 
Day program may be secured from the American 
Sunday-School Union, 1816 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia, or from any denominational board. 
Appropriate Scripture readings: 1 Sam 3 : 2-10; 
Matt. 18 : 1-10. 

Desk lesson: Use as an illustration some monument 
with which your scholars are familiar. Show that 
years from now, when no one who saw the event 
which it commemorates is living, that monument 
will prove that the event really took place, because 
it was erected soon after the occurrence and by 
actual witnesses. In like manner the Lord's Supper 
proves that Christ actually lived and died, since 
it was first observed by the men who actually sat 
with him at the table, and it has been commemorated 
by the Christian Church ever since. As the record 
of the past is true, so the promise for the future 
(Matt. 26 : 29) is also true. Can we expect to 
drink of the fruit of the vine with Christ in our 
Father's kingdom if we refuse to obey his command, 
"This do in remembrance of me"? 
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Appropriate hymns. I Will Sing the Wondrous 
Story; AJshamed of Jesus; Break Thou the Bread of 
Life; Nothing but the Blood of Jesus. 

The superintendent's closing prayer. We bless 
thee, almighty God, because we can look up to thee 
and call thee "our Father," and be assured of thy 
care. We know that thou dost love us because 
thou didst give thine only beloved Son to die for us. 
Forgive us if in the past we have ever been ashamed 
to acknowledge thee as Lord and Master. We pray 
thee to give us the coiu'age and the fideUty that will 
enable us to be always true to thee. Send thy 
protecting Spirit to hover over us this week. Keep 
us faithfm until that glorious day when, with angels 
and archangels and with all the company of heaven, 
we shall laud and magnify thy name about thy 
throne. We ask it for the sake of thy dear Son, 
who died, and yet liveth to make intercession for us. 
Amen. 

The superintendent's quiet hour. If I have 
sought the shelter of his Cross, I cannot refuse to 
take up my own cross. If I have raised his cup of 
remembrance to my lips, I dare not forget him in any 
moment. In trials, disappointments, sorrows I will 
remember him. In success, in happiness, in pros- 
perity I will remember him. And I will also regard 
each participation in the holy communion as a fresh 
act of my espousal and a solemn renewal of this 
covenant. 

June 16, 1918 

JESUS ON THE CROSS 

Lesson passage: Mark 15 : 1-47 (vs. 22-39 printed). 

Additional references: Matt. 27 : 32-61; Luke 23 : 
26-56a; John 19 : 16-42; Rom. 4 : 25—5 : 11; 
1 Cor. 15 : 1-3; 1 Pet. 2 : 21-25. 

The superintendent at the desk. Appropriate 
reading as a special feaiure, Whittier's poem, "The 
Crucifixion.'* 

Desk lesson: Hold up a small cross and ask what 
it stands for. Doubtless the scholars will reply, 
"Christ's death." Show that back of Christ's 
death was the Father's love and that the Cross 
stands for "God's love for me." Ask them to 
think of that every time they see a cross. Then ask: 
"How can anyone refuse to serve a God who loves 
him so much? If God was willing to give his Son, 
and if Christ was willing to die that we might be 
saved, what ought we to do for him?" 

Ik 



JUNE 23, 1918 51 

Appropriate hymns. In the Cross of Christ I 
Glory; Must Jesus Bear the Cross Alone? What Did 
He Do? I Am Coming to the Cross. 

The superintendent's closing prayer. Our Father, 
we thank thee for the Christian Sabbath, for the 
Church, and for the Sunday-school. But above all 
we thank thee for that which makes these other 
bletssings possible — ^the gift of thy Son, his life, his 
death, his resurrection. May today's lesson of his 
suffering on Calvary make us mindful that the joy 
and happiness which we now have are due to thy 
love and to our Saviour's sacrifice. May that sacri- 
fice not have been made in vain for any one of us. 
Grant that thy Holy Spirit may follow each of us 
this week, and so impress us with thy love that none 
here will be able to resist thy claim. May all sur- 
render their lives to thee as a thank offering for thy 
great goodness and mercy. We ask it in the name 
of Him who died that we might have forgiveness 
here and glory hereafter. Amen. 

The superintendent's quiet hour. Did you ever 
devote one quiet hour of solemn thought to your 
crucified Saviour? — to the Cross, the nails, the 
physical suffering, the spiritual anguish? He died 
that you might be a man of joys. He conquered 
evil tnat you might have power to overcome. Think 
what the redemption of your soul has cost. Do not 
these things plead for more sincere worship and for 
greater service? 

June 23, 1918 

JESUS TRIUMPHANT OVER DEATH 

Lesson passage: Mark 16 : 1-20 (vs. 1-11 printed). 

Additional references: Matt. 28 : 1-20; Luke 23 : 
666—24 : 12; John 20 : 1-25; 1 Cor. 15 : 1-58; 
1 Thess. 4 : 13-18; Rev. 1 : 17, 18. 

The superintendent at the desk. In the desk 
lesson speak of the resurrection of Christ as proof 
of our immortality. Use an acorn (or similar seed) 
as an object lesson, asking, "Who that did not 
know would imagine that this seed contains the 
germ of all the beauty and strength of the oak tree?" 
If there is an oak tree near refer to it. Compare 
this to the germ of immortality within our bodies, 
waiting to burst forth into a more ^orious life than 
we can imagine or picture. Then make clear that 
because Christ rose from the dead and lives we shall 
live also. 
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(The written review on the Gospel of Mark, 8ug^ 
geeted for next Sunday, may be announced. Begin, 
(dso, to prepare for Patriotic Sunday, July 7.) 

Appropriate hjrmns. Christ Arose; Low in the 
Grave He Lay; Hail the Day That Sees Him Rise; 
Christ the Lord Is Risen Today. 

The superintendent's closing prayer. Father in 
heaven, we thank thee that so many of us know 
that Christ has indeed risen from the dead because 
he lives in our hearts. We have watched the 
leaf buds burst forth, the seeds sprout, the 'grass 
turn green, the flower buds open, and we know 
that our resurrection life will be as different from 
this earthly life as the beautiful fragrant flower is 
different from the seed. We thank thee for this 
glorious hope. Prepare us, we pray, for that im- 
mortal life with the risen Christ. May no sin mar 
or blight us, but may the glory of thy presence lift 
us up into the life that thou hast promised— ^the 
resurrection life with our risen Lord. We ask it in 
his Name. Amen. 

The superintendent's auiet hour. My Lord has 
conquered both sin and death. Do I enjoy all the 
benefits of his death and resurrection? This death 
removes the penalty of my sin; his death and resur- 
rection break the power of sin. I may accept the 
first benefit of the Atonement but not enjoy the 
second. I may be forgiven, but not delivered from 
the power of sin. He is waiting to do this for me 
when I cease striving alone to overcome temptation 
and let him conquer for me. 



June 30, 1918 

REVIEW: JESUS CHRIST OUR REDEEMER 

AND LORD 

Golden Texts: John 3 : 16; Matt. 16 : 16; Rom. 1 : 16. 

The superintendent at the desk. Wesley Day, 
following John Wesley's birthday, June 28. Metho- 
dist Sunday-schools should make this a special 
day, while in other schools there may be a brief 
sketch of Wesley's life as a special feature. 

Let today's review cover the entire Gospel of 
Mark. If enough pupils have read the book a 
nimiber of times during these six months to make it 
possible, have a written review by giving about ten 
•simple questions on different parts. Let the desk 
lesson emphasize how Christ's life and death ex- 
press God's love. Reference may be made to Jesus 



JUNE 30, 1918 53 

forgiving sins (Jan. 27) ; to Jesus as a teacher (Feb. 
17, 24, April 28, May 5) ; to Jesus restoring life and 
heaHh (Jan. 20, March 10, April 7) ; to Jesus minis- 
tering to men (March 3, 24) ; to Jesus djring for men 
(May 12, June 9, 16) ; to Jesus triumphant (June 23). 

Appropriate hjrmns. Love Divine, All Love Ex- 
celling; The King of Love My Shepherd Is; Does 
Jesus Care? There's a Wideness in God's Mercy. 

The superintendent's closing prayer. Trusting 
in thy loving-kindness, O God our Father, we draw 
near unto thee, not because we deserve thy blessing 
but because we trust in thine unfailing mercy. As 
thy love was poured out in the gift of thy Son, and 
tlm>ugh his life to the children of men, so may we 
reflect thy glory and thy goodness in life's duties and 
in our conduct toward other people, and so prove 
ourselves worthy of thy love and care. Make us 
kind and charitable, we pray. Fill us so full of thy 
love that it must radiate from our lives. Keep 
us from the thoughts and acts that would grieve 
thee, who hast loved us and blessed us beyond that 
which we are able to express. We ask it in the name 
of Him who came to reveal thy love. Amen. 

The superintendent's quiet hour. Have the les- 
sons of this half-year revealed Christ to me more 
clearly as the Son of the living God? Have I 
regarded him only as a great teacher and an ideal 
example? What the world needed 1900 years ago, 
what it has always needed, what it needs today, is 
not perfect teaching and a correct example, but a 
power that can make men over into the ukeness of 
that ideal Ufe. Have I allowed Christ and his 
Holy Spirit to do this for me? 

The Workers' Conference 

With July we begin a new series of studies on the 
Christian life. Since the best results cannot be 
obtained from these lessons without homework on 
the part of the pupils, this subject should be dis- 
cussed in the conference. "How to Induce the 
Pupils to Do Homework"; "Should Rewards Be 
Given or Merit Awarded for Homework?" "Success- 
ful Methods for Securing Homework," are suggestive 
topics. 



July, 1918 

SUGGESTIONS FOR THE MONTH 

The lessons for this quarter are the first of a 
series of brief topical studies of the Bible that have 
been planned by the International Lesson Com- 
mittee. They mark a distinct advance, and are 
perhaps the most profitable new feature of the 
Improved Uniform Lessons. The pupil should be 
induced to range through the entire Bible and be- 
come acquainted with all the leading passages 
relating to the theme of each lesson, that he may 
become familiar with all parts of the Bible and dis- 
cover the unity of the book. 

The superintendent should of course read all the 
references suggested by the Lesson Committee, that 
he may secure the correct biblical teaching on the 
particular theme. He should do this before he 
studies any helps on the subject. Learn to place 
the Bible first as an authority and as a source of 
inspiration and help. 

Do not allow either the teachers or the pupils to 
miss the unity of the lessons in this series. Com- 
mencing with "Beginning the Christian life," and 
moving by successive steps to the "Fruits of the 
Christian Life," the lessons offer a connected and 
comprehensive study of the general topic. 

A written review on September 29 might be tried 
in concluding these topical studies. That the pupils 
may be prepared for it, announce on the first Sunday 
in July that you will give a few test questions on 
the lessons of the quarter on review Sunday. Also 
refer to it throughout the quarter. 

It will be necessary to suggest some new plan of 
Bible reading for those who have been reading 
Mark's Gospel during the last six months. The 
references provided by the Lesson Committee may 
be used as home readings. The pupils should take 
their quarterlies or lesson papers home for study 
during the week. If this is not done the references 
may be written on the blackboard and taken down 
by the pupils. Continue to emphasise and urge 
daily Bible reading. 

Patriotic Sunday, July 7, should be observed with 
appropriate music, readings, and remarks. In some 
communities where no other organization has under- 
taken the work, the Sunday-schools conduct pat- 
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riotio exerdses on July 4. A neighborhood picnic, 
community singing, addresses, and sports make a 
veiy enjoyable day, prevent the young people from 
visiting questionable places of amusement, and give 
the schools a better standing in the community. 



ORDER OF SERVICE 

Devotional Period. 

Opening Hymn. 

Hymn of Praise, 

Prayer, By the Superintendent. 

Scripture Reading, 

Hymn of Worship. 

Special Feature Period. 

Something appropriate to the day or to the lesson. 

Business Period. 

Announcements. Record of Attendance, Offering, 

LESSON PERIOD. 

Lesson Taught, (Encourage the use of Bibles in 

the classes.) 
Lesson Hymn, 

Closing and Memory Period. 

Memory Selection, Use the Golden Text. 
Superintendent's Desk Lesson. 
' Hymn of Invitation. 

Superintendent. "The Lord bless thee, and keep 

thee:" 
Girls, "The Lord make his face shine upon thee, 

and be gracious unto thee:" 
Boys, "The Lord lift up his countenance upon 

thee, and give thee peace." 
Distribution of books and papers. 

July 7, 1918 

BEGINNING THE CHRISTIAN LIFE 

Lesson passages: John 1 : 35-51 ; Acts 16 : 13-34 
(Acts 16 : 13-15, 25-34 printed). 

Additional references: Acts 2 : 37-47; 8 : 26-40; 

Rom. 5 : 1-11. 

The superintendent's opening prayer. Our 
Father in heaven, we thank thee for the spirit that 
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moved our fathers to the high ideals and the heroic 
deeds which gave us this land and government. 
We thank thee that under thy care and blessing we 
have grown to be so great a nation. Make us as 
good as we are great, we pray; as merciful as we are 
strong; as wise as we are rich. Inspire us not only 
with lofty patriotism but also with an intense desire 
to serve thee. Show us that the sincere Christian 
is the truest patriot; that churches are a better 
national defense than standing armies, and that 
"righteousness exalteth a nation." May we heed 
thv call to Christian service, and our country's 
caU to patriotic duty. We offer this prayer in the 
name of Jesus, our Sisiviour. Amen. 

The superintendent at the desk. Independence 
Sunday. Decorate with national colors. Sing 
patriotic hymns during' opening period. Arrange 
for a short address or for a few recitations and 
readings. 

Desk lesson: The lesson for today should lead to a 
definite decision to serve Christ. After the lesson 
is taught let someone in simple terms explain the 

Slan of salvation and how to begin the Christian 
fe. Offer Christ as a personal Saviour and Friend. 
Avoid theological terms. Emphasise God's love 
and man's need. Be careful to make the story of 
salvation so simple that each child will understand. 
Ask for decisions expressed in the manner that has 
been most successful in your school; by signing cards, 
raising hands, gathering about the platform, or 
quietly notifying the teacher. The teachers should, 
be told of the plans in advance, and their co-opera-' 
tion and prayers solicited. The plans should in- 
clude methods of conserving the results by forming 
the converts in classes for special instruction. 

Appropriate hymns. America; I Hear Thy Wel- 
come Voice; Softly and Tenderly, Jesus Is Calling; 
There Is Sunshine in My Soul Today. 

The superintendent's quiet hour. Andrew, when 
he had found Christ, hastened to bring Simon to 
him. The woman of Samara hurried to tell others 
of the Christ. Have / this zeal for him? If I am 
indeed sure that I have found the Christ, should I 
not be taking others to him? Does my hesitancy to 
speak to the unsaved result from any doubt of mine 
regarding Christ and his power or willingness to save? 
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July 14, 1918 

READING GOD'S WORD 

Lesson passages: Acts 8 : 26-39; Ps. 19 : 7-11 
(Acts 8 : 26-31. 36-39; Ps. 19 : 7-11 printed). 

Additional references: Ps. 37 : 31; 119 : 9-16; Prov. 
13 : 13; Isa. 66 : 8^11; John 6 : 39, 46, 47; Rom. 
16 : 4. 

The superintendent's opening prayer. Father, 
we thank thee for the Bible; for the holy men of old 
whom thou didst inspire to write it; for the wonder- 
ful manner in which thou hast preserved it through 
all the ages; and for the opportunity that we have of 
studying it together in this Bible school. Make us 
real lovers of thy Word. Help us to read and study 
it with understanding. Send thy Spirit to reveal 
its meaning. Teach us, O Lord, the way of thy 
statutes. Give us understanding, and we shall keep 
thy law. Make us to go in the path of thy com- 
mandments. We ask these blessings in the Name 
of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

The superintendent at the desk. July 17 is the 
birthday M Isaac Watts. As a special feature sing 
a few of his hymns. A brief sketch of his life and 
one or two anecdotes connected with the writing 
or history of any of his hymns would be interest- 
ing. 

Desk lesson: Compare the Scriptiires with the 
forces of nature. Nature contained all the elements 
necessary for the telephone, the telegraph, or the 
wireless, thousands of years before men learned to 
use these things. It was not until men studied and 
understood these forces that they were of value and 
help. So the Scriptures have hidden in them much 
that will help and bless, but we must search for it 
and study to understand it. 

Appropriate hymns. 'Tis the Promise of God 
Full Salvation to Give; How Firm a Foundation; 
I Love to Tell the Story; Holy Bible, Book Divine. 

The superintendent's quiet hour. What do I 
seek in my Bible reading; a better knowledge of 
biblical history and biography, or a clearer under- 
standing of God? Through all the years God has 
been revealing himself to men through his dealings 
with them, and the Bible is an inspired record of 
that revelation. Any reading or study of the Book 
that does not reveal God more clearly is faulty. 
Hereafter I will try to see God's message in every 
verse. 
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July 21, 1918 
PRAYING TO GOD 

Lesson passages: Luke 11 : 1-13; Ps. 145 : 18, 19. 

Additional references: Ps. 37 : 4, 5; 81 : 10; Matt. 
7 : 7-11; 6 : 6-13; 2 Cor. 12 : 8, 9; Heb. 11 : 6; 
Jas. 4 : 3, 8. 

The superintendent's opening prayer. Our 
Father, may we be taught of thee how to pray, for 
thou knowest what things we have need of. Give us 
holy desires, that we may ask only for those things 
which are right. Teach us to follow thy instructions 
to make our supplications with thanksgiving. We 
thank thee for every answered prayer in the past. 
We bless thee for the privilege of communing with 
thee in prayer. Help us to realize more fully what 
a great privilege it is; a privilege that is ours, not 
because we deserve it, but because of thy mercy and 
love. Inspire us to use it to the honor and glory of 
thy holy Name. May we never approach thee 
carelessly or indifferently. Make our prayers heart 
petitions; give us the faith that receives an answer. 
We will ascribe all praise to thee through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who taught us to pray, "Our 
Father," etc. 

The superintendent at the desk. Appropriate 
reading for a special feature, Longfellow's poem, 
"The Beleaguered City." 

Desk lesson: A parable has been told of a dis- 
tressed city whose people were in dire need. On a 
hilltop near by stood a palace which contained vast 
stores. But th6 gate of the ptdace was locked, and 
so the people suffered while close at hand was 
everything that they needed. At last "Pity" 
remembered that he had once possessed the key. 
Upon recovering it he found that by its use all the 
riches of the palace were his. The name of the key 
was "Prayer." (A key may be drawn on the black- 
board, with a tag attached, bearing the word 
"Prayer.") 

Appropriate hymns. O Lord of Life and Love and 
Power; Sweet Hour of Prayer; My Faith Looks Up 
to Thee; Take Time to Be Holy. 

The superintendent's quiet hour. Do I take my 
school difficulties to God in prayer as I should? 
I attend conferences and read about Sunday-school 
methods. These are helpful, but do I depend more 
upon them than upon God? Have I talked to God 
about the teachers that I need? have I spoken to 
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him about that disorderly class? have I sought his 
help and guidance in other difficulties that have 
arisen? If not, there is an inexhaustible supply of 
help upon which I have failed to draw. 

July 28, 1918 

OBEYING GOD 

Lesson passages: Matt. 4 : 18-22; John 14 : 22-24; 

Jas. 1 : 22-27. 

Additional references: Deut. 10 : 12, 13; 1 Sam. 
15 : 22, 23; Matt. 7 : 21-27; Mark 3 : 35. 

The superintendent's opening prayer. Our 

Father, we thank thee for thy call to service, which 
so many here have heeded. We thank thee for the 
faithful teachers and officers of this school. Quicken 
the spirit of goodness within all of us, we pray, that it 
may always respond to thy call. The opportunities 
for service are so great and thy call is so distinct 
and insistent. Show us, also, that thou art calling 
us to do the thing we can do. We may none of us 
become great, but we pray that we may perform 
the common daily duties of life so that we may 
ennoble ourselves and glorify thee. Hear us, and 
thus bless us, we pray, in the name of Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

The superintendent at the desk. The Duke of 
Wellington once said to an officer who was trying to 
argue the impossibility of some task that had been 
assigned him: "I did not ask your opinion. I gave 
you my orders, and I expect them to be obeyed." 
God, also, expects prompt and perfect obedience, 
but will not compel it as an earthly commander 
would. He wants obedience that springs from love. 
How many are finding it hard to obey God in some- 
thing? (Ask for a show of hands, and make plain 
that it is easy to obey one whom we love, by speak- 
ing of a loving and obedient child.) If we find it 
hard to obey God we are not loving him as we should. 

(Ask today for the co-opercUion from the older boys 
and girls suggested for August 4 ftrui 11.) 

Appropriate hymns. Jesus Calls Us; Savioiir, 
Teach Me Day by Day; We'll Work Till Jesus 
Comes; Trust and Obey. 

The superintendent's quiet hour. You cannot 
catch fish if the fish see you. Is that the reason 
why, in fishing for men, / catch so few? Men see 
me instead of Christ. Is there anything in my life 
so inconsistent that men cannot see beyond it to 
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Christ? Or am I fishing that I may be able to 
boast of the number that I catch? 

The Workers' Conference 

A midsummer social and conference of workers 
and parents would be very enjoyable and helpful. 
If possible, have a speaker present the subject, "The 
Parent's Relation to the Sunday-School." Or, have 
an informal discussion on "Co-operation Between 
Parents and Sunday-School Workers." If the latter 
plan is decided upon, it would be necessary to have 
someone prepared to open the discussion. School 
needs may be presented to the parents, and school 
problems offered for solution. Serve light refresh- 
ments and devote a part of the evening to sociability. 
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SUGGESTIONS FOR THE MONTH 

As the thermometer rises let your Sunday-school 
seal increase. If the heat saps the energy of your 
school, there is need that your own energy should 
be greater. Go before your school fresh, cool, and 
full of life. Do not by either word or action intimate 
that it is too warm for Sunday-school exertion. 
Remember that keeping cool is the opposite of 
blustering. Make every session as attractive as 
you possibly can. Keep in mind that people will 
be interested in that for which they themselves 
work. Set as many people as possible to work for 
the school and in the school session. Make August 
4, Bo3^' Day; August 11, Girls' Day; August 18, 
Home Department Day; and August 25, Sunday- 
School Officers' or Missionary Day. Do not allow 
the program to drag or the school to become listless 
and indifferent. Remember that the sinnng is an 
act of worship, and that we should praise God when 
the days are warm as well as when they are cool. 

Plan midweek activities: an afternoon social on 
the church lawn; an outdoor neighborhood song 
service; a Saturday afternoon of games and sports; 
or a conmiunity picnic for an afternoon and evening 
that may combine all of these suggestions. 

ORDER OF SERVICE 

Devotional and Memory Period. 

Opening Hymn. 

Superintendent's CaU to Prayer, Hab. 2 : 20. 

Prayer. By Pastor or school officer. 

Memory Exercise. Use Ten Commandments, one 
each Sunday until learned. 

Scripture Reading. Lesson passage or other selec- 
tion. 

Hymn. Selected by school or class. 

Special Feature Period. 

Vocal Selection or Reading appropriate to the day 
OT tothe lesson. 
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Business Period. 

Announcements. Make these as brief, and in- 
teresting as possible. 
Record of Attendance. Offering. 

LESSON PERIOD. 

Lesson Prayer. By the Superintendent. 

Lesson Taughi. Ask those who have brought 

their own Bibles to hold them up. 
Lesson Hymn. 

Closing Period. 

SuperirUenderU^ s Desk Lesson, 

Closing Hymn. 

Benediction. 

Distribution of books and papers. 

August 4, 1918 

GROWING STRONGER 

(Temperance lesson) 

Lesson passages: Luke 2 : 42-52; 2 Pet. 1 : 5-8. 

Additional references: Deut. 33 : 25; Ps. 18 : 35, 36; 
Mark 4 : 26, 27; Acts 20 : 32; 2 Cor. 9 : 8; Eph. 
6 : 10-18; Col. 1 : 9-11. 

The superintendent's lesson prayer. Father in 
heaven, we come to thee in prayer at this time be- 
cause we realize that without thy Spirit to du>ect us 
we can neither teach nor study tins lesson aright. 
We thank thee for thy presence with us in the open- 
ing part of this session, but we pray that thou 
wouldst make that presence even more manifest 
during the lesson period. May all our teachers 
realize that thou art leading and blessing them in 
their work; may all our pupils feel that they are in 
thy presence. May we all get something out of 
this lesson that vnUX inspire and help us to live 
stronger, braver, more generous-hearted Christian 
lives. Help us to dedicate all that is truest, purest, 
noblest, best in us to thy service. Make us strong, 
courageous, and of good cheer in our fight against 
evil. Inspire us to serve thee in the spirit of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

The superintendent at the desk. Special feature. 
Make this a Boys' Day. If practicable, have a 
class of boys, under the direction of their teacher, 
prepare the order of service and take charge of the 
opening exercises. If this cannot be done, let the 
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boys select the hymns, prepare a special feature, or 
sing as a chorus. If two or three older boys will 
prepare four-minute papers or addresses on some 
phase of the lesson topic, the superintendent may 
give them the time that he usually uses for the deak 
lesson. The following topics are suggested for 
these brief speeches: "How Alcohol Stunts Bodily 
Growth"; "The Effect of Cigarette Smoking on the 
Body and the Mind"; "How to Build a Strong 
Body"; "Aids to Spiritual Growth." Select the 
boys carefully. Do not assign the second topic to 
a cigarette smoker, nor the third to a puny youngster. 

Desk lesson: If you have been unable to carry 
out the suggestions given above, divide your classes, 
and ask hidf of them to name hindrances to physical 
or spiritual growth, and the other half to name aids 
to such growth. Write these on the blackboard in 
two lists and use as a guide in your remarks. 

Appropriate hymns. "More Love to Thee, O 
Chnst; More About Jesus Would I Know; Be 
Strong, We Are Not Here to Play; Hear the Tem- 
perance Call. 

The superintendent's quiet hour. When I think 
I am strong, then I am weak. When I know that 
I am weak, then I am strong in Christ. Growing 
spiritually stronger is realizing more and more my 
own weakness and Christ's strength. When I have 
reached the point when I know that I myself can do 
noljiing, then I can do all things through Christ, 
who strengthens me. 

August 11, 1918 

HELPING OTHERS 

Lesson passages: Luke 10 : 25-37; Gal. 6 : 1-10 
(Luke 10 : 30-37; Gal. 6 : 1, 2, 9, 10 printed). 

Additional references: Lev. 19 : 18, 34; Deut. 22 : 
1-4; Prov. 12 : 25; Matt. 10 : 42; Rom. 15 : 1-3. 

The superintendent's lesson prayer. Our Father 
in heaven, we bow before thee in adoration, and pour 
out our hearts in love and gratitude for the life 
which thou hast given us, and for the many blessings 
which make our lives precious and happy. May 
thy love so fill our hearts that our sympathies shall 
go out to others in sorrow and trouble. Grant that 
tiie study of this lesson shall make us all more kind, 
more sympathetic, and more loving, that we may 
hasten the day when thy Kingdom shall come and 
"thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven." 
We ask it in the name of Christ Jesus. Amen. 



64 AUGUST 18, 1918 

The superintendent at the desk. Special feature. 
Make this a Girls' Day in the same general way that 
last Sunday was made a Boys' Day. The following 
topics are suggested for four-minute addresses or 
papers to be read by older girls: "Making It Easier 
for Our Companions to Be Good"; "Helping in the 
Home"; "Where Our Help Is Needed"; "Burdens 
That We May Lighten." 

Desk lesson: (Show that a life of unselfish service 
has its reward both here and in eternity. Use 
William Booth, the founder of the Salvation Army, 
as an illustration.) Some years ago he went into 
the slums of London with a twofold ambition — to 
preach the gospel and to help the needy. When he 
died, the entire Christian world mourned and 
thousands of people thronged the streets of London 
to watch his funeral procession. 

(Consider the observance of Home Department Day, 
AugvLst 18.) 

Appropriate hymns. Scatter Seeds of Kindness; 
Is Thy Cruse of Comfort Failing? Lord Speak to 
Me, That I May Speak; While the Days Are 
Going By. 

The superintendent's quiet hour. How far does 
my sympathy extend beyond my own immediate 
friends? At every turn in life there is opportunity 
to be either a good Samaritan or a Leyite. Which 
am I the oftener? What sacrifice does my charity 
cost me? How much real energy do I spend in 
helping others? Do I seek to win God's favor or 
the praise of men by my benevolences? 

August 18, 1918 

WORKING IN THE CHURCH 

Lesson passages: Acts 2 : 41-47; 4 : 32-35; 6 : 2-4. 

Additional references: Mark 11 : 15-17; Acts 10 : 
33; 1 Cor. 3 : 9; 12 : 4-29; Eph. 4 : 1-7, 11-16. 

The superintendent's lesson prayer. Lord Jesus, 
we thank thee for the Church which thou didst 
establish on earth. We thank thee that we have 
been thought worthy to be not merely members 
but workers in that Church. We pray thee for a 
spirit of brotherly love in our service in this place. 
As we study together about the early Church and 
the love and unselfishness of its members, we ask 
thee to unite us in bands of love and helpfulness. 
Make us as one family, with thyself our Elder 
Brother and God our Father. May we heed the 
claim of the Christian Church, upon our time and 
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tcdents. Give us a clear vision of its mission. 
Make us understand that the Church is thine — 
organized by thee, preserved by thee, and finally to 
be exalted by thee. We ask it in thy Name. Amen. 

The superintendent at the desk. Special feature: 
Make this Home Department Day. See that each 
member of the department receives a personal in- 
vitation. Provide conveyances wherever necessary. 
If practicable, dispense with the desk lesson and have 
two or three elderly members of the department tell 
how they served the church in their youth, and how 
this service helped them. 

Desk lesson: Light three candles — one new, one 
half burnt, and one three-quarters burnt. They 
represent a family — ^grandfather, father, and small 
boy. Ask which represents the small boy. Doubt- 
less the pupils will answer, "the smallest one." 
Tell them it is the largest one, because it will shine 
the longest. Emphasize the fact that the boy has 
more years ahead to serve Christ and the Church 
than has his father or grandfather, and that is why 
we urge young people to begin Christ's service now. 

(Arrange for the special feature for next Sunday.) 

Appropriate hymns. I Love Thy Kingdom, 
Lord; The Church's One Foundation; Glorious 
Things of Thee Are Spoken; Blest Be the Tie That 
Binds. 

\ The superintendent's quiet hour. My Sunday- 
school has called me to leadership. I believe that 
the Holy Spirit has also called me, for he has blessed 
me in the work. Do I realize both the honor and 
the respjonsibility of my position? Am I worthy to 
stand with the godly men who served the Church in 
its infancy? I may be, if I allow God to fill me with 
the Spirit that he bestowed upon them. 

August 25, 1918 

SPEAKING FOR CHRIST 

(Missionary lesson) 
Lesson passages: Luke 12 : 8-12; Acts 1 : 1-8. 

Additional references: Ps. 145 : 1-21; Prov. 25 : 11; 
Mark 5 : 19, 20; John 1 : 40-46; Acts 4 : 18-20; 
Phil. 2 : 11; Col. 4 : 6; 1 Pet. 3 : 15. 

The superintendent's lesson prayer. Our Lord 
and Savioiu*, we thank thee that thou hast thought 
us worthy to be thy witnesses upon earth. We who 
are going to teach today thank thee for this oppor- 
tunity to tell others of thy love and mercy. Give us 
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a message that shall reach the hearts and influence 
the lives of every pupil. Forgive us if in the past 
we have failed to speak for thee. Keep us loyaJ, 
true, and steadfast in our devotion to thee and in 
the service that we render thee. Grant that we 
may never be ashamed of thee nor of thy gospel. 
Give to each of us so great a love for thee that we 
cannot help telling others how good and loving and 
merciful thou art. Send us out from this school 
willing messengers of thine throughout this com- 
munity. And may we not be satisfied with witness- 
ing for thee here, but do our utmost to send thy 
gospel to 'the entire world. Grant us these blessings 
for thy Name's sake. Amen. 

The superintendent at the desk. Special feature: 
If possible, secure a missionary speaker. If this 
cannot be done, make this an Officers' Day. Assign 
some part of the service to each ofiicer. Make them 
responsible and take as little part yourself as possible. 
Two of them may even take the desk lesson, one 
speaking briefly on witnessing for Christ at home, 
the other on witnessing for Christ abroad. 

Desk lesson. Use a wasp as an illustration. Tell 
how, whenever it finds a quantity of honey, it 
immediately goes and brings others to the feast. 
Then draw the application that those who have 
found Christ should go and tell others. 

Appropriate hymns. I Love to Tell the Story; 
Go Home and Tell; Peal Out the Watchword; Tell 
It Out among the Heathen. ' 

The superintendent's quiet hour. I find it com- 
paratively easy to make a public appeal for the un- 
saved to seek Christ. It is likewise easy for me to 
discuss with other Christians methods of reaching 
the unsaved. But to extend a tactful, direct in- 
vitation to the unsaved persons I meet in my daily 
life is not so easy. I know the number who accepted 
Christ in my school last year and also the niunber of 
those who have as yet made no profession. Have I 
counted the number of persons whom I meet daily 
and to whom I have never spoken of Christ? 

The Workers* Conference 

What is your school doing to train the young 
people in Christian service? You are telling them 
that they should render service, but are you teach- 
ing them how? Take this subject up in the con- 
ference. Try to find a community need to which 
the school may minister. Plan school activities 
that have service as their keynote. 



September, 1918 

SUGGESTIONS FOR THE MONTH 

The superiDtendent should have a yearly program 
as well as a weekly order of service. His plans 
should be made well in advance so that he may have 
ample time to study, revise, and perfect them. He 
should be prepared early in September to announce 
to the workers his fall and winter program. 

One Sunday in September, or early in October, 
should be observed as Rally Day. Make an earnest 
effort to have every member present. Use special 
invitations, messengers, visitors, personal appeals, 
public advertisements. Try, also, to reach those of 
the community who do not attend any school. 
Guard against proselyting, however, even if you 
must actually refuse to accept a new member from 
another school. The Eighth Commandment applies 
to this as well as to all other forms of stealing. 

Rally Day may also be made a Forward Step 
Day. A blank card may be handed to everyone 
present and each urged to pledge on it some advance 
step that he will take. The service otherwise may 
be much the same as for Decision Day. Of course, 
those who are not Christians are asked to accept 
Christ as Saviour as their forward step; but every- 
one is requested to make some pledge, such as: 

"I will be more regular in my attendance upon 
Sunday-school . * * 

*'I will be on time at Sunday-school." 

"I will pray at least twice a day." 

"I will read the Bible every day." 

*'I will stop smoking cigarettes." 

"I will stop sajdng unkind things." 

**I will not refuse to do my share of the Sunday- 
school work." 

"I will study the Sunday-school lesson during the 
week." 

No one should see these cards except the teacher, 
the pastor, and the superintendent; but these thee 
should study the pledges carefully and prayerfully 
and plan personally to help and encourage each one 
who takes a forward step. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 

Opening and Special Feature Period. 

MiLsic. Organ, piano, or orchestra. 
Opening Hymn. School standing. 
Lord's Prayer. In unison. 
Special Feaiure. 

Memory Period. 
Golden Text or Memory Verse. 

Business Period. 

Announcemenls. Record of Attendance. Offering. 
Brief mention of school growth or needs. 
Music. A few chords as signal for attention. 

Devotional Period. 

Hymn of Praise. 

Scripture Reading. Lesson passage or other devo- 
tional selection. 

Prayer. By Pastor or school oflScer. 

The Superintendent's CaU to Study. Ps. 119 : 105, 
106. 

LESSON PERIOD. 

Lesson Taught. 
Lesson Hymn. 

Closing Period. 

SuperirUenderU's Desk Lesson. 
Closing Hymn. 

Superintendent's Closing Prayer. 
Distribution of books and papers. 

September 1, 1918 

CHRISTIAN GIVING 

Lesson passages: Luke 6 : 30-38; 21 : 1-4. 
Additional references: 1 Chron. 29 : 1-5; Ezra 1 : 
2-4; Luke 16 : 9; Rom. 12 : 8; 2 Cor. 9 : 6-15; 
Heb. 13 : 16. 

The superintendent at the desk. September 2 is 
John Howard's birthday. As a special feature give 
brief sketch of his life, dwelling on the fact that his 
great love for God compelled a love and sympathy 
for the unfortunate that made him the great 
philanthropist of his day. 

Desk lesson. (Tell the story contained in Whit- 
tier's poem, "The Gift of Tritemius.") Tritemius, an 
abbot, was at prayer one day when he heard a voice 
begging for alms. A poor woman was pleading for 
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money to ransom her child who was to be sold into 
bondage. The abbot said he would pray for her, 
but she replied that she wanted gold not prayers. 
When he told her that he had no gold, she begged for 
the silver candlesticks from off the altar. He gave 
her these in the name of him "who loveth mercy 
more than sacrifice." When twilight came and he 
went again into the chapel, he found that God had 
given him golden candlesticks in place of the silver 
ones. 

{Start plans for this month's Workers' Conference.) 

Appropriate hymns. I Gave My Life for Thee; 
O God, My Powers Are Thine; Take My Life, and 
Let It Be; We Plow the Fields and Scatter. 

The superintendent's closing prayer. Our Father 
in heaven, we thank thee for an abundance of those 
things which we need to sustain life and make us 
happy. Thou hast wonderfully blessed us as in- 
dividuals and as a nation. We thank thee for pro- 
ductive fields, for the treasures buried in the soil, for 
national prosperity, and for personal comforts. 
May we not forget that these are gifts to us. Make 
lis to understand that we are but thy stewards, 
called to administer this wealth for the advance- 
ment of thy Kingdom upon earth. Take from us all 
selfishness and meanness. May we give to others 
freely as we have received from thee. Guard us 
during the remaining horn's of this day; guide us 
through life; and take us home at last to be with 
thee through all eternity. We ask it in Jesus' name. 
Amen. 

The superintendent's quiet hour. Do I make any 
gift to the Kingdom that costs me anything? 
Sacrifice cheerfully made makes a gift invaluable. 
David said that he would not offer unto God a 
sacrifice that cost him nothing. What virtue is 
there in giving cheerfully that which I do not need? 
Can I give cheerfully when the gift is a sacrifice? 

September 8, 1918 

CONQUERING EVIL 

(Temperance lesson.; 

Lesson passages: 1 Kings 21 : 1-29; Eph. 5 : 6-21 

(1 Kings 21 : 11-20; Eph. 5 : 11-18 printed). 
Additional references: Deut. 9 : 18; Ps. 94 : 16; 

Prov. 17 : 10; 25 : 12; Luke 4 : 1-13; 19 : 41-48; 

Rom. 7 : 14—8 : 14; 2 Tim. 4 : 2. 

The superintendent at the desk. As a special 
feature give a brief account of the temperance 
victories of the year. 
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Desk lesson. A few years ago four tramps rode 
into Philadelphia on a freight train. They were 
drunkards, "down-and-outs," from prison. They 
drifted into a mission to get warm. God called 
them and they obeyed. Though they had a capital 
of only 27 cents, they began a mission work them- 
selves to help other drunkards. In two years they 
had built a $125,000 mission house where hundreds 
of men are saved every year. 

Write on board: Four **dovm-and-otU8*^ + 
God = Victory. Under it write your ovm 
name 4- Crod = ?. What could not God do 
with each one of us if we would let him? 

Appropriate hymns. The Fight Is On; Yield Not 
to Temptation; Onward, Christian Soldiers; My 
Soul, Be On Thy Guard. 

The superintendent's closing prayer. Lord 
Jesus, we thank thee for the temperance victories of 
the past few years. Hasten the day, we pray, when 
our entire land shall be free from the evil of drink. 
Strengthen and encourage thy faithful followers who 
are struggling to overthrow the liquor traffic. Save 
the girls and the boys of this school from the blight 
of alcohol. Watch over us during this week. Keep 
us from the evil that is in the world. Help us to 
look to thee for strength to overcome temptation. 
May each of us do what we can with thy help to 
conquer evil in ourselves, in this community, and in 
the world, that thy Kingdom may come, and "thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven." We ask it 
in thy Name. Amen. 

The superintendent's quiet hour.^ How much 
have I really done to overthrow evU in my own 
community? Am I as outspoken against wrong as 
I should be? Dare I attack the evil in my own 
neighborhood? Are there any evil enticements for 
the young in my community? As a Sunday-school 
superintendent is it not my duty to expose such 
evUs? 

September 15, 1918 

WINNING THE WORLD TO CHRIST 

(Missionary lesson) 

Lesson passages: Matt. 5 : 13-16; 28 : 18-20; Acts 
16 : ft-15; Neh. 1 : 1-11 (Matt. 5 : 13-16; 28 : 18- 
20; Acts 16 : 9-15 printed). 

Additional references: Num. 10:29; Ps. 96:3; 
Isa. 6 : 8; Dan. 12 : 3; Luke 22 : 32; Rom. 1 : 14; 
Phil. 2 : 4-16; Jas. 5 : 19, 20. 

The superintendent at the desk. September 14 
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is the birthday of Robert Raikes, the founder of the 
modem Sunday-school. Mention this fact in the 
desk lesson and give a brief sketch of his work. 
Emphasize the fact that his aim was to help educate 
the poor, ignorant children of his own city and to 
tell them of Christ. Show how the Sunday-school 
has grown from this small beginning until it now 
reaches every country in the world. You cannot 
separate home missions and foreign missions. If 
you love Christ, your home missionary spirit will 
expand into a foreign missionary enthusiasm. 

Appropriate hymns. Jesus Shall Reign; The 
Whole Wide World for Jesus; The Morning Light Is 
Breaking; I Love to Tell the Story. 

The superintendent's closing prayer. Father in 
heaven, we thank thee for the Sunday-school. We 
thank thee for the way in which thou hast led and 
blessed the devoted men and women who have made 
it such a power for good. Make us appreciate the 
blessing and the opportunity that it brings to us. 
Help each of us to feel that we owe the Simday- 
school some debt of gratitude and that we share 
the responsibility of making it a success. Send us 
forth more faithful and loyal to our school than 
we have been in the past. Make each of us a 
missionary, seeking to bring others into the Sunday- 
school fold, that they may learn of thee. As thou 
hast blessed and prospered the great Sunday-school 
movement, bless and prosper our local school, and 
make it a mightly power for good in this com- 
munity. We ask if for the sake of thy dear Son. 
Amen. 

The superintendent's quiet hour. Do I realize 
the world's need of Christ? If I did, would I not 
labor harder to spread the gospel? Do I regard 
Christianity as a refining, moral influence, or as a 
mighty power which can recreate sinful men and 
women and regenerate an evil world? Lord, make 
me to realize not only the dreadfulness of sin, but 
the suflSciency of thy saving grace. 

September 22, 1918 

FRUITS OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE 

Lesson passages: Matt. 25 : 14-30; 5 : 1-12 (25 : 
20-23; 5 : 3-10 printed). 

Additional references: Ps. 17 : 15; Isa. 51 : 11; Acts 
16 : 25; Rom. 2 : 10; 5 : 1, 2. 

- The superintendent at the desk. As an object 
lesson show a vegetable (or a flower) and some seed 
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of the same that was not planted in the spring. 
Explain that you have the vegetable (or the flower) 
because you planted a seed that grew and bore it, 
while the other seed which you did not use has not 
produced anything. Show that a used talent in- 
creases in value, while an unsued talent accomplishes 
nothing and eventually dies. 

Appropriate hymns. Scattering Precious Seed; 
Work, for the Night Is Coming; We'U Work Till 
Jesus Comes; Must I Go and Empty-handed? 

The superintendent's closing prayer. Trusting 
in thy loving-kindness, O God our Father, we place 
ourselves in thy care for this coming week. Grant 
that under thy protection and through thy guidance 
we may have a week of much happiness and many 
opportunities for service. Help us to consecrate 
our talents to thee in these closing moments of our 
session. May we let no opportunity to do good 
pass unimproved this week. Help us to do whatever 
we can for the advancement of thy Kingdom, so that 
our ability to serve may increase and our talents 
multiply. Prepare those of us who are young for 
many years of faithful and efficient service. Grant 
that each of us may win thy commendation, "Well 
done, good and faithful servant, . . . enter thou into 
the joy of thy Lord." We pray in Christ's name. 
Amen. 

The superintendent's quiet hour. I^ have been 
selected superintendent because my friends think 
I have talents that fit me for the position. Are 
these talents fully consecrated? Have my lips 
been touched by a live coal from off the altar as 
Isaiah's were? Have all my talents been quickened 
by the Holy Spirit as Peter's were? Have I merely 
answered the call of men and do I serve men only, 
or have I answered God's call and do I realize that I 
am serving him? 

September 29, 1918 

REVIEW: WHAT IT MEANS TO BE A 

CHRISTIAN 

Lesson passage: 1 John 3 : 1-24. 

The superintendent at the desk. September 28 
is the birthday of Frances E. Willard. For a 
special feature or the desk lesson refer to this fact and 
speak of this noble woman as an example of a true 
Christian. By showing how the work which she 
started has grown and enlarged, make it clear that 
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the good which the earnest Christian does lives after 
him. 

If you have announced a written review for today, 
the following questions may be read or placed on the 
blackboard and the answers written by the pupils. 
The figures indicate the number of the lesson to 
which the question refers. 

1. Whom will God save? 

2. Where has God told us how to serve him? 

3. How may we draw near to God? 

4. What wUl make it easy for us to obey God? 

5. Who will give us strength to resist temptation? 

6. How may we help someone this next week? 

7. What can we do to make our Sunday-school 
better? 

8. What will Jesus do for us if we confess him? 

9. What kind of giving does Christ like? 

10. What is the best way to overcome tempta- 
tion? 

11. To whom did Christ say we should preach the 
gospel? 

12. How can we make our talents more useful? 

Appropriate hymns. My Jesus, I Love Thee; 
I Am Thine, O Lord; Who Is on the Lord's Side? 
We Have Heard the Joyful Sound. 

The superintendent's closing prayer. Father, 
we thank thee for the helpful lessons on the Christian 
life which we have studied this quarter. Grant 
that thy Spirit may never let us forget the precious 
truths of these lessons. May our study of them be 
not merely an incident in our lives, but may the 
truths we have learned sink deep into our minds and 
hearts, and so mold our thoughts and direct our 
activities. May we indeed feel the Christian life — 
the life of Christ — ^growing and expanding within 
us, lifting us ever nearer to thee and farther away 
froift^ the sin of the world. Dismiss us with thy 
blessing, but do not leave us. Shield us from temp- 
tation; guard us from danger; make us steadfast 
and true in our love and loyalty to thee. We ask 
it for thy dear Son's sake. Amen. 

The superintendent's quiet hour. Do I realize 
that Christianity is indeed a life — a nfew life — 
created in me by God? If it is a life, it must be 
either growing or dsdng. Is this life wiUiin me 
growing more like its Creator every day? Is it 
receiving strength from him as the branch does 
from the vine? Do I know that this life within me 
is actually the Christ-life? 
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The Workers' Conference 

It is tiine that plans for the fall and winter were 
made. Make a request at least two weeks before 
this conference that each worker, after giving the 
matter earnest thought and prayer, be prepared to 
suggest something new that wUl help the school. 
Begin the meeting with prayer that the plans may 
be inspired and directed by God, and not be mere 
human methods. 



October, 1918 , 

SUGGESTIONS FOR THE MONTH 

DuBiNQ the fourth quarter we shall study the lives 
of the Patriarchs, from Abraham to Joseph — stories 
that are dear to every child who has heard them, and 
helpful to every adult who has given them careful 
thought. Endeavor to present these characters as 
real, live men, and not as shadowy figures of the 
past. Keep in mind, also, that it is not merely the 
biographies of these men that you are to teach, but 
the God who revealed himself in his desdings with 
them. If the pupils of your school do not know 
God better when this quarter is ended, the lessons 
have not been properly presented. God's calling 
out one family from a sinful race, that it might 
become his Chosen People and give the world a 
Saviour from sin, reveals his love and mercy as 
clearly as any section of Scripture. 

With the passing of the warm weather the school 
session may be lengthened. One hour and a quarter 
will allow thirty minutes for the opening service, 
thirty minutes for ^ the lesson study, and fifteen 
minutes for the closing period. 

A Harvest Home Day may be observed early in 
the month. The decorations should be the "fruits 
of the field" — vegetables, fruits, canned goods, etc. 
These may afterward be sent to some charitable 
institution. The service should emphasize God's 
goodness as shown in a bountiful harvest. For 
the special features there could be nothing better 
than lessons drawn from the autumn season: the 
gathering of crops grown from seed sown in the past 
^-God's way of feeding the world; the falling 
leaves, which mean not death but preparation for a 
new life in the spring — nature's lesson on prepared- 
ness. 

Do not fail to suggest some plan of daily Bible 
reading appropriate to the new series of lessons. 
Either the references suggested by the Lesson Com- 
mittee, or the section of Genesis (chapters 12 to 47) 
covered by the lessons, could be used. 

THE ORDER OF SERVICE 

Deyotional and Memory Period. 

School to repeat or chant: "The Lord is in his holy 
temple; let all the earth keep silence before 
him." 
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Hymn of Worship. 
Prayer. By the Superintendent. 
Scripture Reading. Lesson passage or psalm. 
Memory Exercise. Verse selected by a teacher as 
a school motto for the month or for each week. 

Special Feature Period. 

Exercise or remarks appropriate to the day or to 

the lesson. 
Hymn of Praise. 

Business Period. 

Announcements. Record of Attendance. Offering. 
Have someone in each clttss stand with the 
offering in hand while a short prayer of thanks- 
giving is offered. 

LESSON PERIOD. 

Lesson Taught. 
Lesson Hymn. 

Closing Period. 

SuperiniendenCs Desk Lesson, 
Closing Hymn. 
Mizpah Benediction. 
Distribution of books and papers. 

October 6, 1918 

ABRAM LEAVING HOME 

Lesson passage: Gen. 12 : 1-9. 

Additional references: Gen. 11 : 27-32; Heb, 11 : 

8-10. 

The superintendent's opening prater. Father in 
heaven, we rejoice that we are again permitted to 
meet in the Sunday-school. We believe that thou 
dost own it as thy school because thou hast blessed us 
here in the past. As we study this quarter about thy 
faithful servants of old, may their lives inspire us with 
greater faith, courage, and loyalty. May we not, 
however, think only of the men and women of the 
lessons, but may we look beyond them and see 
thee leading and blessing them. As Abram at thy 
call left his native city for a country which thou 
didst promise him, may we heed thy call to prepcure 
for the heavenly home that thou hast promised us. 
Inspire us, as thou didst him, with brave hearts and 
dauntless courage, that we may "press toward the 
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mark for the prise of the high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus." We ask it in his Name. Amen. 

The superintendent at the desk. Desk lesson: 
(Place toy boat on desk. Surround it on three 
sides by stones marked "Idleness/' "Carelessness/* 
"Mistakes/' "Disobedience/' "Indifference/' "Wil- 
fulness/' Explain what each stone means as you 
place it. Show that there is but one safe course 
open for the boat, and then add:) We are like a 
ship in a river. There is but one safe course open 
for ^us. It is the way God commands us to go. If 
we follow that course we shall succeed as Abram did. 
If we turn aside, our lives will be wrecked. 

Appropriate hymns. Jesus Saviour, Pilot Me; 
Lead, Kindly Light; Saviour, Like a Shepherd Lead 
Us; Anywhere with Jesus. 

The Bttperintendenf s quiet hour. Am I willing 
to follow Christ step by step when I cannot see the 
end of the way? Do I know my Guide so well that 
I feel safe when I do not know the way? Am I 
quite willing that both my duties and my blessings 
shall unfold gradually as I go along? 

October 13, 1918 

ABRAM HELPING LOT 

Lesson passages: Gen. 13 : 5-11; 14 : 14-16. 

Additional references: Gen. 12 : 10 — 14 : 24; 18 : 

lfr-33; 19 : 29. 

The superintendent's opening prayer. Lord 
Jesus, we bless thee for the bright skies above us; for 
the firm earth beneath us;tbr a free country; for the 
pleasant homes we have left; for the loved ones who 
make us happy; and for the bright hopes that cheer 
us. ^ Take from us today every thought, every 
desire, and every ambition that displeases thee. 
May we have but one purpose in the school session — 
to learn of thee, that we may please thee. Remove 
from our hearts all selfishness, ill-will, and hatred. 
Fill us instead with love, sympathy and charity. 
Teach us to apply the Golden Rule in all our desd- 
ings with other people. May we prove our love 
for thee by the way that we love those about us. 
We ask it in thy Name. Amen. 

The superintendent at the desk. Discoverer's 
Sunday. As a special feature reference may be 
made to Columbus and his courage in following the 
course in which he believed God was leading him. 

Desk lesson: (Tell the story of Sir Philip Sidney's 
unselfishness.) Sir Philip was wounded in battle. 
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The day was hot, and his sufferings were intense. 
With great trouble a little water was broug];Lt to 
him. As he was about to drink, he saw a poor foot- 
soldier look longingly at the water. The brave 
knight at once handed the bottle to the dying man, 
saying, "Soldier, thy need is greater than mine." 

October 14 is WiUiam Penn's birthday. Penn's 
applying the Golden Rule in his treatment of the 
Indians, and the freedom of the Pennsylvania settle^ 
ment from Indian troubles, may also be used as an 
illustration. 

Appropriate hymns. Lord, I Care Not for Riches ; 
All to Christ I Owe; My Soul, Be on Thy Guard; 
Bless Me, Lord, and make Me a Blessing. 

The superintendent's quiet hour. If I had been 
in Abram's place, what should I have done? Have 
I grace enough always to give another the prefer- 
ence? Do I consider myself first or last? Abram 
did not have Christ's life and teaching to guide him, 
yet was he not more like Christ than I am? 

October 20, 1918 

ABRAHAM GIVING ISAAC TO GOD 

Lesson passage: Gen. 22 : 1-14. 

Additional references: Gen. 15 : 1-6; 18 : 9-15; 

12 : 1-12. 

The superintendent's opening prayer. Heavecily 
Father, our hearts go out to thee in gratitude for 
the great, the good, the self-sacrificing men whom 
thou hast raised up in the past. We thank thee for 
Abraham and for the lessons that we have learned 
from our study of him. As we continue our study 
of his life today and see him willing to sacrifice to 
thee the best that he had, may his loyalty put our 
indifference to shame. Grant that we who have 
more light and greater advantage may see how 
fickle is the service that we render thee compared 
with what he was willing to do. Make each of us 
in earnest about this matter of being a Christian. 
May we be willing to give all that we have to thee. 
How much we have withheld in the past — giving 
thee only a small portion of our time and thought! 
From -tbls day may we place on thine alter all that 
we are and have. We ask it in Jesus' name. Amen. 

The superintendent at the desk. Desk lesson: 
Every thing that has important work to do must be 
tested — the boat, the bridge, the locomotive. So 
God tests those whom he cfub for important service 
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as he tested Abraham. A fair test either weakens 
or strengthens the thing tested. How will you stand 
the tests of life? In Scotland there is a bridge which 
is stronger when a weight is on it, and the heavier 
the weight, the stronger the bridge. If we are 
depending upon Christ we may be actually stronger 
when the severe test comes. 

(The apedaX temperance feature for November 3 
ahovM now he planned for.) 

Appropriate hymns. My Faith Looks Up to 
Thee; God Will Take Care of You; I Know Whom 
I Have Believed; Take My Life and Let It Be. 

The superintendent's quiet hour. Are my 
choicest possessions at God's disposal? He may 
not ask me to give them up, but if he did, would I 
respond as submissively as did Abraham? Do I 
realize that I am but the steward of God's gifts, or 
do I claim some things as my very own? 

October 27, 1918 

ISAAC AND REBEKAH 

Lesson passage: Gen. 24 (vs. 57-67 printed). 

Additional references: Gen. 25 : 19-34; Prov. 31 : 

10-31. 

The superintendent's opening prayer. Heavenly 
Father, we thank thee for those who love us, and for 
friends who are kind to us. How cheerless our lives 
would be without them! As we study today of 
Rebekah's kindness to a stranger, may we resolve 
that we will make someone happy this week by a 
helpful act or a kind word. Forgive us for the cruel 
words and the thoughtless acts of the past. In the 
future may no word nor act of ours carry sorrow to 
any heart. As thou hast loved us, help us to love 
those about us. We ask it in Jesus' name. Amen. 

The superintendent at the desk. If there are 
foreigners in your community, make a plea in the 
desk lesson that they be treated with kindness and 
consideration rather than with ridicule and con- 
tempt. To illustrate kindness to strangers, tell 
the story in Julia C. R. Dorr's poem, "The Drummer- 
Boy's Burial." 

After a battle had raged all day the foe held pos- 
session of the battle-field and would not permit 
burial of the slain. The body of a fair, young 
drummer-boy lay apart from the rest as if in sleep. 
At night two little girls, daughters of the enemy, 
found him. They brought some simple garments 
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in which to clothe him. Then with slow and weary 
labor they dug a small grave, lined it with withered 
grass, and buried him. 

Appropriate hymns. There Are Lonely Hearts 
to Cherish; Is Thy Cruse of Comfort Failing? Lord, 
Speak to Me That I May Speak; Rescue the Perish- 
ing. 

The superintendent's quiet hour. How did I 
speak to the last stranger whom I met? Many, 
many people are lonely — ^lonely for someone to 
understand them, to appreciate them, to show 
interest in them or sympathy for them. What am 
/ doing to lessen this loneliness in the world? Is 
everyone who meets me happier, better, more 
hopeful because of the meeting? 

The Workers* Conference 

Consider plans for increasing the enrolment and 
attendance during the winter months. A neigh- 
borhood canvass may be made by the members of the 
school, and a Sunday-school census taken. Make 
a careful and systematic effort to get those who do 
not belong to any school to attend yours. Plans 
for this campaign should be perfected in the con- 
ference. If there are several schools in the com- 
munity, they should all joiu in the canvass. Even 
if the other schools will not co-operate, send them 
the names of those in the neighborhood who do not 
attend Sunday-school, according to denominational 
preference. 



November, 1918 

SUGGESTIONS FOR THE MONTH 

Attendance ui>on city schools should gradually 
increase during the next five months, culminating 
about the first Sunday in April. In the country, 
however, winter storms and bad roads will interfere 
with the attendance more and more as the season 
advance^ The opportunities of the city schools 
and the needs of the country schools call for more 
earnest effort on the part of the workers during 
these months. If you are in the city, take advan- 
tage of the opportunity to build up the attendance; 
if in the country, make the school session so helpful 
and interesting that inclement weather conditions 
will be cheerfully met and overcome. 

Thanksgiving may be made the theme for the 
entire month, and emphasized by hymns of praise 
and thanksgiving memory verses. A cause for 
thanksgiving will also be found under "The Super- 
intendent at the Desk" for" each Sunday. This may 
be suggested and briefly commented ui>on during 
the special feature period. 

The month has three special Sundays, all of which 
should be observed: World's Temperance Sunday, 
November 3; Luther Sunday, November 10; 
Thanksgiving Sunday, November 24. 

Some Sunday-schools are now observing a monthly 
temperance Sunday as well as a monthly missionary 
Sunday. Ten or fifteen minutes are devoted to 
temperance or missionary features on these occa- 
sions. If the superintendent will keep a temperance 
and a missionary file, Or large envelopes in which 
he places clippings on these subjects from secular 
and religious papers, he will always have abundant 
material for such days. 

ORDER OF SERVICE 

DeTotional Period. 

Music. Organ, piano, or orchestra. 

School. Repeat Ps. 122 : 1. 

Superintendent. Repeat Ps. 122 : 2-4. 

Hymn of Praise. 

Prayer. By teacher or officer. 

Devotional Scripture Reading. By adult scholar. 

Singing. Gloria Patri. 
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Memory and Special Feature Period. 

Stiggest something for which to be thanhftd. 
Thanksgiving Memory Verse. 
Hymn of Thanksgiving, 

Business Period. 

Announcements. Record of Attendance, Offering, 
Music. Organ, piano, or orchestra. 

LESSON PERIOD • 

Lesson Prayer. By Superintendent. 
Lesson Taught. 

Music. Organ, piano, or orchestra, as signal that 
lesson period has closed. 

Closing Period. 

Lesson Hymn. 

Superintendent's Desk Lesson. 
Closing Hymn of Praise. 
Superintendent. Repeat Ps. 107 : 1. 
School. Repeat Ps. 107 : 8. 
Distribution of books and papers. 

November 3, 1918 

APPETITE AND GREED 

(Temperance lesson) 

Lesson passage: Gen. 25 : 27-34. 

Additional references: 1 Cor. 8 : 1-13; 10 : 23-33; 

Heb. 12 : 15-17. 

The superintendent's lesson prayer. Father in 
heaven, we thank thee for the temperance victories 
of this year. We thank thee that nearly three- 
fourths of our fair land is without the curse of an 
open saloon. We are glad that so many of our 
children have had this snare removed from their 
path. Wilt thou hasten the day when no saloon 
shall tempt either young or old in this entire land! 
Grant that each member of this school may be not 
only strong enough to resist the temptation of in- 
temperance, but may do everything possible to save 
others from the curse of alcohol. Strengthen and 
inspire us in our battle against intem]3erance. 
May the study of this lesson today show us the value 
of self-control. May we all at last be found worthy 
of an incorruptible crown. We ask it in Christ's 
name. Amen. 

The superintendent at the desk. Cause for 
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thanksgiving — the progress of the temperance move- 
ment. 

An appropriate special feature would be a roll-call 
of the prohibition states. Let some member of the 
school represent each of these states. Have them 
carry conquest flags and wear white scarfs. As the 
roll is called, each one may tell briefly the temper- 
ance situation in the state which he represents. 
The speakers may be grouped on the platform, and 
all may sing **A Saloonless Nation" or "We March, 
We March to Victory." 

Desk lesson. Ask a boy how fast he can run a 
given distance. Ask a larger boy if he could beat 
the first boy. Then ask if he could still beat the 
smaller boy if he carried the Sunday-school desk 
when he ran. Show that alcohol is one of the hinder- 
ances in life, as it reduces the strength and efficiency 
of the drinker. Refer to the Golden Text. 

(Plan today for the special feature and the desk 
lesson for November 17.) 

Appropriate hymns. Onward, Christian Soldiers; 
Sound the Battle Cry; True-hearted, Whole- 
Hearted; Who Is on the Lord's Side? 

The superintendent's quiet hour. Self-control 
must be the fruit of the (tivine Spirit, or it is un- 
availing, Gal. 5 : 23. To be merely self-reliant is to 
fail; to be God-reliant is to triumph. Self-control 
is a necessary Christian virtue, and it may be had 
by all who seek it, as a gift from God. 

November 10, 1918 

JACOB DECEIVES HIS FATHER 

Lesson passage: Gen. 27 : 18-29. 

Additional references: Gen. 27 : 1-45; Prov. 12 : 17- 
20; Zech. 8 : 16, 17; Acts 5 : 1-11. 

The superintendent's lesson prayer. Heavenly 
Father, we thank thee for the men who have labored 
and struggled and even laid down their lives that we 
might be able to read the Bible and understand it. 
We bless thee for men like Wyclif, Tyndale, and 
Luther. Teach us to prize that which they labored 
so hand to give us. May this birthday of Luther 
awaken in us a deeper love for thy Word. Bless 
us as we shall study it together. Show us how 
wicked a falsehood is. Give us a determination to 
be true to thee, to ourselves, and to our neighbors. 
Forgive us for any falsehood that we have uttered 
or acted in the past. Hereafter may we be truthful 
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in all things, that we may be worthy of the reward 
which thou hast promised to the faithful. For 
Jesus' sake. Amen. 

The superintendent at the desk. Cause for 
thanksgiving — ^the English Bible and the men who 
made it possible. * 

This is Luther's birthday. As a special fecttvre 
refer to this, and use his courage to emphasize the 
fact that a Ixuthful man is always brave. 

Desk lesson: The goat-skins which Jacob wore 
may represent reputation — ^what men think we are; 
and Jacob himself, character — what we really are. 
What would people think of us if they actually 
knew us as we are? The true character cannot be 
hidden long. As Jacob was discovered, so our 
character will be revecded. Most of us pretend to 
be better than we are. What if we really were as 
good as we want others to think we are? 

Appropriate hymns. My Soul, Be on Thy Guard ; 
Dare to Do Right; Take My Life and Let It Be; 
My Life, My Love I Give to Thee. 

The superintendent's quiet hour. When I stand 
before the school, do I pretend a reverence that I do 
not really feel? Is it possible that sometimes I 
slip on an outer robe of righteousness for the school- 
hour as Jacob clothed himself in the skins of goats? 
Is my week-day conduct consistent with my Sun- 
day-school profession? 

November 17, 1918 

JACOB FLEEING FROM HIS ANORT 

BROTHER 

Lesson passage: Gen. 28 : 10-22. 
Additional references: Gen. 27 : 46—28 : 9. 

The superintendent's lesson prayer. Our Father, 
we bow before thee with hearts full of love and grati- 
tude, becai^se we know that thou art interested in 
our happiness and welfare. We gladly place our- 
selves in thy keeping, since thou dost know just 
what the future has in store for us. Prepare us for 
that future, we pray. Make us understand that 
the greatest asset we can have is a Christian char- 
acter. May the lesson today teach us of thy 
thoughtfulness, thy care, and thy mercy. As 
Jacob found thee where he slept, may we find thee 
each morning in prayer beside the bed in which we 
sleep. Teach us to look to thee for daily guidance 
and protection. Bless us in our preparation for our 
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life-work. May no plan or ambition of ours be 
contrary to thy will. We ask it in Jesus' name. 
Amen. 

The superintendent at the desk. Cause for 
thanksgiving — our opportunities and advantages. 

Appropriate reading for a special feature, Long- 
fellow's poem. "The Ladder of St. Augustine." 
If possible, have a Senior class of young men or 
young ladies plan the o]3ening service and take 
charge. They may also take the desk lesson by 
delivering several three-minute speeches on such 
subjects as, "The Habit of Truthfulness an Asset"; 
"How God Will Help Us in Our Life-Work"; 
"Taking God with Us When We Leave Home." 
If this cannot be arranged, Longfellow's poem may 
be read after the lesson and the desk lesson based 
on it; or, "Our Undeserved Blessings" may be made 
the subject of the superintendent's talk. Ask the 
pupils whether Jacob deserved God's blessing. 
Then ask whether we deserve his blessing. Yet he 
blesses us continually. 

Appropriate hymns. Saviour, like a Shepherd 
Lead Us; Jesus, Saviour, Pilot Me; God Will Take 
Care of You; I Need Thee Every Hour. 
^ The superintendent's quiet hour. Do I some- 
times look upon God's blessings as deserved or 
earned? What should I receive, if he gave me what 
I d^rved? I cannot appreciate hw love and mercy 
until I realize my own unworthiness. Lord, show 
me how undeserving I am, andJiow full of love thou 
art. 

NoTember 24, 1918 

JACOB WINS ESAU 

Lesson passage: Gen. 33 : 1-11. 
Additional references: Gen. 32 : 3 — 33 : 20. 

The superintendent's lesson prayer. Father, on 
this Thanksgiving Sunday we come into thy presence 
with glad and thankful hearts. We thank thee for 
the blessings of this year: for life and health and 
strength; for happy homes and loved ones; for 
abundant harvests and national prosperity; and for 
the lesson of brotherly love which we are about to 
study. Take all bitterness, jealousy, and enmity 
out of our hearts. Give each of us a forgiving 
spirit. May the soft answer be always found on 
our Ups. Send us forth as peacemakers. Bless 
us as we study together. Make us more like him 
who taught us to pray, "Forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our -debtors," for Jesus' sake. Amen. 
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The superintendent at the desk. Thanksgiving 
Sunday. Cause for thanksgiving — national pros- 
perity. Psalm 65 and the President's or Governor's 
Proclamation may be read. 

Desk leaaon: (Tell the story of Onesimus, slave 
of a Christian named Philemon.) One day the slave 
stole from his master and ran away. He soon spent 
all that he had and became an outcast. He longed 
to return to his kind master, but death was the legal 
punishment of a crime like his. One day he heard 
people singing the hymns that were sung in his 
master's house. He went into the building and 
found an elderly man, chained to a soldier, preach- 
ing. The slave repented of his sins and was 
converted. The preacher told him that he must 
return to his master, and wrote a letter which the 
slave might take back to him. We shall have a 
part of that letter read now, Philemon 1 : 10-21. 
Philemon forgave the slave and he became one of 
the most loyal Christians in the city. 

Appropriate hymns. There's a Wideness in God's 
Mercy; I Was a Wandering Sheep; Out of My 
Bondage, Sorrow and Night; Bless Be the Tie That 
Binds. 

The superintendent's quiet hour. Do people 
find me easy or hard to offend? Must they be care- 
ful what they say to me? Am I always ready to 
excuse others and to forgive them? 

"But still in mutual sufferance lies 
The secret of true living. 
Love scarce is love that never knows 
The sweetness of forgiving." 

The Workers* Conference 

The Christmas festival should be considered. 
Is it to be a "giving" Christmas in your school? 
Do not forget that you are preparing for a holy day. 
Plan to emphasize "peace on earth" through "good- 
will to men." 



December, 1918 
SUGGESTIONS FOR THE MONTH 

Make Christmas the theme for the entire month. 
The younger pupils may be more restless at this 
season, owing to the fact that they are so full of 
Christmas plans and expectations. You can satisfy 
this restlessness easier than you can control it. 
Introduce Christmas features into the school ses- 
sions. Tell Christmas stories as specif features, or 
relate incidents and anecdotes which emphasize 
some Christmas ideal — good-will, unselfilshness, 
peace. If these stories are long, the desk lesson may 
be omitted and the school dismissed with a hymn and 
the superintendent's closing prayer. Christmas 
devotional readings and memory verses are sug- 
gested under "The Superintendent at the Desk." 

Do not allow the lesson study period to be en- 
croached upon. The study of the lesson is more 
important than the rehearsal of Christmas music or 
the recital of a Christmas story. For the same 
reason do not plan a Christmas festivity, the prep- 
aration for which will so tax the strength of your 
teachers that they will be unfit for their regular 
Sunday duties. 

How long has it been since you referred to the 
daily Bible reading of your pupils? Do not fail 
to outline each Sunday some plan of Bible reading as 
suggested in October. 

Of course the superintendent should leave out- 
side all grouch and bad humor every Sunday in the 
year; but on the approach of Christmas he should 
be more cheerful and affable than at any other time. 
Good-will is contagious. 

ORDER OF SERVICE 

Devotional Period. 

Mttsic. Organ, piano, or orchestra. 
Silent Prayer. School standing, followed by 
Lord*8 Prayer, in unison. 
Hymn of Worship, . 

Special Feature and Memory Period. 

Christmae Devotional Reading. 
Christmas Memory Verse. 
Rehearsal of Christmas Music. 
Christmas Story or Incident. 
Christmas Hymn. 
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Business Period. 

Notices. Record of Attendance. Offering. 

LESSON PERIOD. 

Lesson Studied. (At least thirty minutes.) 
Music. Organ, piano, or orchestra. A few 
chords as signal that lesson period is closed. 

• 

Closing Period. 

Lesson Hymn. 

Superintendent's Desk Lesson. 
Closing Hymn. 

Superintendent's Closing Prayer. 
Distribution of books and papers. 

December 1, 1918 
JOSEPH SOLD BY* HIS BROTHERS 

Lesson passage: Gen. 37 : 18-28. 
Additional references: Gen. 37 : 1-36. 

The superintendent at the desk. Christmas de- 
votional reading, Isa. 40 : 1-11; Christmas memory- 
verse, Isa. 40 : 10. 

Desk lesson: Have three sheets of paper, cut to 
represent a heart, pasted together on one edge. 
On the outer sheet write, Murder; on the next 
sheet, Hatred; on the last sheet. Jealousy. Turn 
these sheets back one by one, showing that the 
heart with murder in it has hatred farther back 
and jealousy at its very core. 

Appropriate hymns. Leaning on the Everlasting 
Arms; O God, Our Help in Ages Past; God Will 
Take Care of You; O Little Town of Bethleham. 

The superintendent's closing prayer. Lord 
Jesus, we thank thee for the pleasant service that 
we have had together. We thank thee for meeting 
with us and blessing us. May the lesson we have 
studied today so impress upon our minds the danger 
of jealousy that we shall always guard ourselves 
against it. Keep envy and malice out of our hearts, 
we pray. Fill us instead with love and good-will. 
Guard us this week from all evil.' Help us so to 
live that other people may know that we are thine and 
anxious to do thy will. For thy Name's sake. Amen. 

The superintendent's quiet hour. Deep down in 
my heart is there a little spark of jealousy? Do I 
envy anyone or covet anything? I will have a 
time of real heart-searching this week, to see if 
there is any canker which may grow into hatred, for 
hatred is murder. 
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December 8, 1918 

JOSEPH MADE RULER OF EGYPT 

Lesson passage: Gen. 41 : 33-44. 
Additional references: Gen. chaps. 39-41. 

The superintendent at the desk. Christmas 
devotional reading, Luke 1 : 68-79; Christinas 
memory verse, Isa. 25 : 9. 

Appropriate reading, Longfellow's poem, "The 
Builders." This poem may be read after the lesson, 
and the desk lesson may be based upon it, using 
Joseph's career to illustrate how faithfulness in 
apparently insignificant things prepares us for 
great tasks and responsibilities. Or, a paper chain 
illustrating God's care of Joseph may be made, 
with a link for each Sunday that we study about 
him. The link for last Sunday should have on it, 
God protects Joseph from his brethren. (Review 
last Sunday's lesson as you show the link.) Today's 
link should read, Crod exaUs Joseph; next Sunday's, 
God causes Joseph to triumph; and the link for 
December 22, God enables Joseph to save his family. 
These links should be strips of heavy paper, gummed 
on one end so that one may be attached to the chain 
each Sunday. 

Appropriate hymns. Will There Be Any Stars in 
My Crown? The Child of a King; When Jesus 
Comes to Reward His Servants; O Come, O Come, 
Emmanuel. 

The superintendent's closing prayer. Father, we 
thank thee for the lesson which we have studied 
today. We are so glad that there is a reward in 
this life for those who are faithful to thee. Keep 
us true to thee in our every-day living. No matter 
what discouragements, disappointments, or hard- 
ships may come to us, may we always trust and obey 
thee. Keep us loyal to thyself, as Joseph was, in 
adversity as well as in prosperity. Send us forth 
strong enough to be pure and good no matter what 
temptations may assail us. We ask it in Jesus' 
name. Amen. 

The superintendent's quiet hour. I pray to God 
in trouble and adversity; but do I remember him 
in prosperity? I hurry to him in my need, but do I 
praise him when my wants are supplied? Is not 
the most wonderful thing in Joseph's life the fact 
that he was true to God in both adversity and 
prosperity? 
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December 15, 1918 

JOSEPH FORGIVES HIS BROTHERS 

Lesson passage: Gen. 45 : 1-15. 

Additional references: Gen. 42 : 1 — -44 : 34; Eph. 

4 : 31, 32. 

The superintendent at the desk. Christmas 
devotional reading, Isa. 61 : 1-3 ; Christmas memory 
verse, Jer. 23 : 6. 

(If you used the chain suggested for last Sunday, 
add the link for today, and show how God defeated 
the wicked designs of men.) Joseph's brethren 
said, "We will kill him" ; God said. "I will save him." 
Men said, "We will humiliate him"; God said, "I 
will exalt him." (If you did not use the chain last 
Sunday, you may begin today by briefly reviewing 
the lessons for the last two Sundays as you present 
the links.) 

Appropriate hymns. Help Just a Little; If Your 
Hearts Keeps Right; I Walk with the King; Hail 
to the Lord's Anointed. 

The superintendent's closing prayer. Father in 
heaven, we thank thee that we have this building 
in which we may worship thee; but we are glad that 
we are not compelled to come here to find thee. 
We thank thee that thou dost dwell in human hearts 
and that we may worship thee in every place and 
under all conditions. Grant that as we leave this 
building we may take thee with us. May we not 
only open our hearts to thee, but may we enthrone 
thee IQng of our lives. Impress upon our minds 
the lesson of forgiveness. Help us to forgive those 
who have trespassed against us. We pray in Christ's 
name. Amen. 

The superintendent's quiet hour. Am I as 
courteous, thoughtful, and forgiving among the 
members of my own family as I am when among 
strangers? What of that relative whom I think 
has wronged me? Have I forgiven himf Does he 
know it? Would I be sure of heaven if God forgave 
me only as I have forgiven him? 

December 22, 1918 
JOSEPH CARES FOR HIS KINDRED 

Lesson passage: Gen. 47 : 1-12; or alternate Christ- 
mas lesson, Luke 2 : 8-20. 
Additional references: Gen. 45 : 16 — 50 : 26. 

The superintendent at the desk. Christmas de- 
votional reading, Luke 2 : 8-20; Christmas memory 
verse, Luke 2 : 11. 
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(Use the fourth link in the chain of God's care of 
Joseph. Tell the story of Joseph's dreams, Gen. 
37 : 5-11, and show how God's plans for him had 
unfolded.) Joseph's success was due to two things 
— ^his faithfulness to God and his obedience to the 
Fifth Commandment. The same things will bring 
success to every young man and woman today. 
At this season when we are thinking of God's great 
Gift to men, and our parents are doing so much to 
make us happy, shall we not determiie to love God 
and our parents more than we have in the past? 

(Decide upon your plan of revieiving the lessons 
next Sunday, and^ if desired^ secure the four personst 
as suggested.) 

Appropriate hymns. I Live for Those Who Love 
Me; Around the Throne of God; Bless Me, Lord, 
and Make Me a Blessing; Jesus Shall Reign. 

The superintendent's closing prayer. Dear 
Jesus, we are sorry that on thy birthday there is so 
much bitterness and hatred in the hearts of men. 
Drive these things out of our hearts, we pray. Come 
and reign in us as the Prince of Peace. We thank 
thee for thy life on earth; for Christmas and the 
Christmas spirit of love and good-will. Keep us 
from harm as we celebrate the day. May we not 
forget thee in our joy, but may we praise thee for 
our happiness. Hasten the day when there shall 
be real peace on earth through good-will to all men. 
We ask it in thy Name. Amen. 

The superintendent's quiet hour. Has God 
taken out of my heart all bitterness and hatred to- 
ward those who have wronged me? Am I living 
above the petty trials and disappointments of life? 
I cannot do these things myself. Only when the 
Prince of Peace dwells within will peace and love 
reign there. 

December 29, 1918 

REVIEW: FAITH'S VICTORIES 

Lesson passage: Hebrews 11 : 8-22. 

The superintendent at the desk. Devotional 
reading appropriate for last Sunday of year. Psalm 
90; memoiy verse, Ps. 90 : 12. This is Charles 
Wesley's birthday. Mention this fact and sing a 
few of his hymns. In desk lesson picture the 
quarter's lessons as a panorama — ^a series of life 
pictures in which God's leadings are plainly visible. 
Or, select four persons briefly to review the lives of 
the four patriarchs — Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph 



92 DECEMBER 29. 1918 

— emphasizing their faith as indicated in Hebrews 
11 :&-22. 

Appropriate hymns. Faith of Our Fathers; 
Jesus, Lover of My Soul; God Will Take Care of 
You; God Is My Strong Salvation. 

The superintendent's closing prayer. Father, 
we thank thee for this year. We thank thee for 
every blessing and for all the happiness that we 
have enjoyed, as we know that these things come 
from thee. How weak and fickle have been the 
thanks that we have offered and the service that we 
have rendered thee in return for thy goodness! 
Pardon our indifference; forgive us for duties left 
undone. In these closing moments of our last 
session for the year, may each of us resolve that we 
will live closer to thee in 1919. Teach us that we 
cannot keep our New Year's resolutions by our own 
strength, but that we shall need thee each moment 
of the year if our lives are to be pure and good. 
As thou hast blessed us during this year, send us 
forth as a blessing to others in 1919. Grant that 
the year may bring to us much happiness, many 
opportunities, and a constantly increasing love for 
thee and for each other. We ask it in Jesus' name. 
Amen. 

The superintendent's quiet hour. Have I grown 
spiritually this year? Do I know God better, love 
him more, serve him more consistently than in 
January, 1918? There have been many mistakes 
and failures this year. I will carefully consider 
them — not that they may discourage me, but that 
I may learn how weak I am and how necessary it is 
that I depend more upon God during the coming 
year. 

The Workers* Conference 

Do not fsiil to review the failures and successes 
of the year. Have prepared an annual report whicli 
will show the changes in enrolment, the average 
monthly and quarterly attendance and offering, as 
well as a comparative statement indicating similar 
figures for 1917. Show, also, how many conversions 
there have been in the school, and divide the total 
by the number of teachers to obtain the average 
number won by each. Consider the influence of 
the school upon the community. Is your school 
achieving the things for which it was organized and 
conducted — "the formation and development of 
Christian character"? 

APR 10 1918 
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